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This is page 1 of 1 pages of the Minutes Report to the Ordinary Meeting of the Upper Macquarie County Council 
held at Council Chambers, Kelso, on 16 June 2017. 
 

Minutes – Ordinary Meeting of Upper Macquarie County Council – Friday 5 May 2017 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Upper Macquarie County Council held on Friday 
5 May 2017, are as follows. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Upper Macquarie County Council held on 
Friday 5 May 2017 be adopted. 
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This is page 1 of 9 pages of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Upper Macquarie County Council 
held at the Council Chambers, Kelso, on Friday 5 May 2017. 
 
 
 
Chairman.........................................................General Manager.................................................. 
 

Upper Macquarie County Council  
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held at the 
Council Chambers, Kelso, on 

Friday 5 May 2017 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 2.30 pm. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
The following members were present -  
 
Councillors 

G. Braddon - Chairman 
N. Francis  
D. Kingham 
S.Lesslie 
J. Morgan 
I. North 
W. Aubin (2.34pm) 

 
Also in attendance were: 
 

Mr R. Bailey – Acting General Manager  
Mr C Jackson – Acting Chief Weeds Officer 
Mr B Dwyer of Bathurst Regional Council. 

 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
An apology was received from Clr Thompson. 
 
Moved  Councillor North 
Seconded  Councillor Lesslie 
 
That the apology for Clr Thompson be accepted and leave of absence be granted.  
 
Resolved in the affirmative  
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved   Councillor Kingham 
Seconded Councillor Lesslie 
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Chairman.........................................................General Manager.................................................. 
 

 
That  the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Upper Macquarie County Council held 
on 17 March 2017 be adopted. A copy of which had been provided to each Councillor 
prior to the meeting, be adopted. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Business arising from the Minutes 
 
Nil 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Moved   Councillor Morgan 
Seconded Councillor North 
 
That  Council note that there were no declarations made. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative   
 
Councillor Aubin arrived at 2.34pm. 
 
 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Item A – Chairman’s Minute – Appointment of Acting General Manager 
Moved  Councillor North 
Seconded Councillor Lesslie 
 
That  Council note the appointment of Mr Roger William Bailey as the Acting General 
Manager for a 12 month period from 22 March 2017. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
CHIEF WEEDS OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
Item A – March 2017 Aerial Spraying Program 
Moved  Councillor Kingham 
Seconded Councillor North 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Note the report on the March 2017 Aerial Spraying Program 
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Chairman.........................................................General Manager.................................................. 
 

2. Congratulate the weeds officers on the success of the campaign 

 
Item B – Inspection Reports for the period 22/02/17-20/04/17 
Moved  Councillor North 
Seconded Councillor Aubin 
 
That Council note the inspections report for the period 22 February 2017 to 20 April 
2017. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT  
 
Item A – Meeting Dates 
Moved  Councillor North  
Seconded Councillor Aubin 
 
That  Council: 
 

1. Postpone the September Council meeting date to Friday 20 October 2017 
2. Hold the election for the position of Chairman and Deputy Chairman at the 

October 2017 meeting 
3. Set the November 2017 meeting date at the 20 October 2017 Council meeting. 

 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Item B – Integrated Planning and Reporting Review – 2016-2020 Delivery Plan and 
Annual Operating Plan 2016-17 
Moved Councillor Kingham 
Seconded Councillor North 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Note the progress report on the 2016-2020 Delivery program 
2. Adopt the budget Review Statement and report for the quarter ended 31 March 

2017 and that any variations to income and expenditure be voted. 
 
 
Item C – Draft Upper Macquarie County Council Business Activity, Strategic Plan 
2017/18, Delivery Plan 2017/18-2020/21, and Annual Operating Plan 2017/18 
Moved Councillor North 
Seconded Councillor Aubin  
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That  Council: 
   

1. Note that no submissions were received by Council on the draft UMCC 
Delivery Program  2017/18 – 2020/21, Annual Operational Plan 2017/18 
including the Annual Revenue Policy, and/or the Business Activity Strategic 
Plan 2017/18-2026/27; 

2. Adopt the draft UMCC Delivery Program  2017/18 – 2020/21, Annual 
Operational Plan 2017/18 including the Annual Revenue Policy, and the 
Business Activity Strategic Plan 2017/18-2026/27; 

3. Fix the allowance for councillors at the amount of $1,922 per annum with 
effect from 1 July 2017;  

4. Fix the additional allowance of the Chairman at $7,155 per annum with effect 
from 1 July 2017. 

 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Item D – Statement of Investments 
Moved  Councillor Morgan 
Seconded Councillor Francis 
 
That  Council note the Statement of Investments and total cash and investments of 
$921,044.00 as at 31 March 2017. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Item E – Work Health & Safety Action Plan 
Moved  Councillor Lesslie 
Seconded Councillor Francis  
 
That Council note the updated Upper Macquarie County Council Work Health & Safety 
Action Plan 2016. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative  
 
 
Item F – Delegations to the Acting General Manager  
Moved  Councillor Lesslie 
Seconded Councillor North 
 
That  Council delegate to the Acting General Manager, Roger William Bailey, the 
following authorities: 
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1. To carry on the regular services and operations of the council within the sums 

voted by the Council for expenditure thereon, and in accordance with the 
resolutions of Council. 
 

2. To control and direct the staff of the Council. 
 

3. To authorise the payment of the salaries and wages of the staff of the Council 
within the sum voted by the Council for expenditure thereon 
 

4. To obtain quotations and authorise the purchase of goods, works and services to 
the limits authorised by Council. 
 

5. To carry on the regular services, functions and operations of Council in 
accordance with any resolution or policy of Council. 
 

6. To determine the matters which are to be included in the business papers for 
Council Meetings, subject to the inclusion of the following items whenever they 
arise, namely: 
 

(a) Reports on matters which cannot be determined under delegated 
authority. 
 

(b) Reports required to be submitted under any Act, Ordinance or 
Regulation. 

 
(c) Reference to any deputations which the Council has agreed to 

receive. 
 

(d) Matters requiring a determination of Policy 
 

(e) Reports directed by Council to be submitted. 
 

(f) Matters essential for the council’s information. 
 

(g) Matters requiring a vote. 
 

7. To authorise action to be taken to comply with any policy of council or any 
provision of the Local Government Act, Noxious Weeds Act or of any other law, 
statutory or otherwise, affecting the Council. 
 

8. To incur expenditure provided such funds have been allocated in the estimates. 
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9. To determine in consultation with the Chairperson whether any group or 
individual should be invited to address any Council Meeting or Council 
Committee Meeting. 
 

10. To lay informations; to make applications for search warrants; to make 
complaints; to initiate and carry on any proceedings and to represent Council in 
any Court on any matter. 
 

11. To maintain custody of Council’s Common Seal and affix same to documents, as 
authorised, in the presence of either the Chairperson or one (1) other Councillor, 
both parties attesting by their signatures that the Common Seal was affixed in 
their presence. 
 

12. To disclose Council’s records in accordance with any legal obligations of any Act 
or Regulations and any resolutions of Council.  
 

13. To sign cheques on behalf of Council in conjunction with a second counter-
signatory to authorise the cheque payment, bank transfer or bill exchange. 
 

14. To accept payment of charges due and payable by an entity in accordance with 
an agreement made with the entity and to write off or reduce interest accrued on 
charges if the entity complies with the agreement. 
 

15. To write off accrued interest on rates or charges payable by an entity if the entity 
is unable to pay the accrued interest for reasons beyond the entity’s control and 
payment of the accrued interest would, in the opinion of the General Manager, 
cause the entity hardship. 
 

16. To invest money in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 
1993. 
 

17. To determine reimbursement for shortages in the cashier’s tray. 
 

18. To approve the submission of tenders and quotations for private works. 
 

19. To authorise the release of Council plant and other resources to assist firefighting 
and emergency work. 
 

20. Be authorised to perform all necessary activities, to serve any notices or orders, 
undertake inspections, issue or refuse license and permits, to exercise the power 
of entry, to appoint appropriate staff as an authorised officer, authorised person, 
authorised Council employee, or impounding officer as the case may be, to 
exercise the functions of those positions under the relevant acts and associated 
regulations and to implement the provisions as relating to the operation of 
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Council of the relevant Acts and associated regulations, including but not limited 
to: 

(a) The Local Government Act 1993 
(b) The Noxious Weeds Act 1993 
(c) The Work Health & Safety Act 2011 
(d) Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994 
(e) Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

 
21. To authorise the release of any bond or bank guarantee where the required 

works or services have been completed in accordance with approvals granted by 
Council. 
 

22. To serve any Notices or Orders or Intention of any Notice or Order under the 
provisions of the Local Government Act and Regulations and the Noxious Weeds 
Act and Regulations. 
 

23. To give approval to ‘approved forms’ as defined by paragraph (c) (‘approved 
form’) of the Dictionary to the Local Government Act 1993, and to seek approval 
to forms used in connection with Council’s functions under the Noxious Weeds 
Act 1993 from the Minister for Agriculture. 
 

24. To obtain, accept and determine quotations for the supply of Council equipment, 
plant and motor vehicles provided that such tenders are not those which are 
required under the Local Government Act 1993 to be invited by Council. 
 

25. To consider and act on work Required/Sundry Requests from Council Members 
and refer such matters to Council when necessary where the work requested 
requires a resolution of Council. 
 

26. To sell Council’s surplus property which has an estimated value not greater than 
$8,000, on the condition that such property with an estimated value of $4,000 or 
more is first offered for sale by advertisement. 
 

27. To exercise the Power of Entry under the provisions of the Noxious Weeds Act 
1993. 
 

28. To accept or reject certifications submitted under Section 93 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 

29. To manage Council’s Stores and Materials. 
 

30. To manage council’s Plant and Equipment. 
 

31. To undertake Private Works. 
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32. To implement the requirements of the Work Health and Safety Act.  
 

33. To engage contractors on a daily basis. 
 

34. To adopt on behalf of council the Agency Information Guide required under 
Section 20 of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009. 
 

35. To expend unbudgeted funds of up to $1,000 and report any such expenditure to 
the next meeting of Council 

 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Item G – Alternative Governance Models 
Moved  Councillor Lesslie 
Seconded Councillor North 
 
That the report on Alternative Governance Models be prepared internally by staff. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Item H – NSW Government Innovation Fund 
Moved  Councillor North 
Seconded Councillor Aubin 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Authorise an application to be made under Round 2 of the NSW Government’s 
Innovation Fund 

2. Delegate to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman the authority to determine the 
level of funding to be applied for and the Council’s dollar contribution to any 
application. 

 
Resolved in the affirmative 
 
 
Item I – Correspondence and Information 
Moved  Councillor Kingham 
Seconded Councillor Francis 
 
That the correspondence and information be noted. 
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Resolved in the affirmative  
 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS (PREVIOUSLY MADE) BROUGHT FORWARD 
 
Moved  Councillor Aubin 
Seconded Councillor North 
 
That the information on business items previously made be noted. 
 
Resolved in the affirmative  
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 3.27 pm 
 

********** 
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Minutes of the Board Meeting 25 May 2017 held in the Macquarie Room at Parliament House Sydney. 

 
Board Delegates in bold 

 
1 9:00am Welcome by Acting Chair Cr J Medcalf to the 5 Centroc Board meeting in Parliament 

House, Sydney. 
2 Cr Medcalf stepped down for the election of the Centroc Chair. 
3 Election of Casual Vacancy of Chair �t Returning Officer Mr Alan McCormack 

Mr McCormack advised that one nomination has been received and was in order. 
Cr John Medcalf was elected unopposed as Chair of Central NSW Councils. 

 
4 9.08am General Meeting of the Centroc Board  officially opened  

 
5 Apologies 

Ms W Tuckerman, Mr A McMahon, Cr B McCormack 
Resolved                                                                                                                               Cr J Davis/Mr D Sherley 
That the apologies for the Centroc Board meeting 25 May 2017 listed above be accepted. 
 

6 Minutes 
6a Noting of the Minutes of the GMAC Meeting 4 May 2017 
Resolved                                                                                                                                     Cr K Keith/Cr B West 
That the Minutes of the Centroc GMAC Meeting 4 May 2017 held in Orange be noted.  
 
6b Confirmation of the Minutes of the Board Meeting 23 February 2017 
Resolved                                                                                                                               Mr D Sherley/Mr D Green 
That the Minutes of the Centroc Board Meeting 23 February 2017 held in Forbes be confirmed. 
 
6c Noting of the Centroc Executive meeting 4 May 2017 at Orange 
Resolved                                                                                                                               Mr D Sherley/Cr G Miller 
That the Minutes of the Centroc Executive meeting 4 May 2017 at Orange be noted. 
 

Cr G Hanger Bathurst Regional Council Cr K Sajowitz Oberon Council 
Mr D Sherley Bathurst Regional Council Mr G Wallace  Oberon Council 
Cr S Ferguson Blayney Shire Council Cr J Davis Orange City Council 
Ms R Ryan Blayney Shire Council Mr G Styles Orange City Council 
Cr I Gosper Cabonne Council Cr K Keith Parkes Shire Council 
Cr K Walker Cabonne Council Mr K Boyd Parkes Shire Council 
Mr S Harding (Acting) Cabonne Council Cr J Stafford Upper Lachlan Shire 
Cr D Somervaille Central Tablelands Water Mr J Bell Upper Lachlan Shire 
Mr G Rhodes Central Tablelands Water Cr M Liebich Weddin Shire Council 
Cr B West Cowra Council Mr G Carroll Weddin Shire Council 
Mr P Devery Cowra Council Mr A Albury Dept Premier & Cabinet 
Cr G Miller  Forbes Shire Council Mr A McCormack RDACW 
Mr D Green Forbes Shire Council Mr P Mc Millan  RDACW 
Cr J Medcalf Lachlan Shire Council Ms J Bennett Centroc 
Mr R Hunt Lachlan Shire Council Ms M Macpherson Centroc 
Cr S Lesslie Lithgow City Council Ms C Griffin Centroc  
Mr A Muir (Acting) Lithgow City Council Ms V Page Centroc 
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7a. Business Arising from the Minutes �t Matters in Progress 
Resolved                                                                                                                   Mr G Styles/Mr D Sherley 
That the Board note the Matters in Progress, making deletions as suggested. 

 
     7b. Business Arising from the Minutes �t Matters in Progress 
Resolved                                                                                                                            Cr K Keith/ Cr B West 

That the Board approve the Regional Priorities slide as provided in Matters in Progress.   
 
8 Correspondence 
8a Correspondence In 
Resolved                                                                                                          Mr D Sherlay/ Cr D Somervaille 
That the Board note the incoming correspondence. 
 
8b Correspondence Out 
Resolved                                                                                                                                        Mr K Boyd/Mr J Bell 
That the Board note the outgoing correspondence. 
 
9 Reports 
9a Transport Infrastructure including Bells Line of Road 
Resolved                                                                                                                                       Cr K Keith/Cr J Davis  
That the Board note the Transport Infrastructure Report; and  
1. Seek advice through the Strategic Regional Roads Group on incidents on the Great Western Highway 

and Bells Line of Road east of Lithgow;  
2. Note the Executive is reviewing the Transport Advocacy;  
3. Increase advocacy on the Bells Line; and 
4. Change name of Centroc Strategic Regional Roads group to Centroc Strategic Regional Transport 

Group. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:28 to hear from Ministers and ask them questions 
 
9.28am - Mrs Leslie Williams, Parliamentary Secretary for Regional and Rural Health addressed the 
Board. 
 
10.15am �t The Hon Melinda Pavey, Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight addressed the Board 
 
10.35am  Morning tea - Member for Bathurst Paul Toole joined the Board. 
 
10.41am �t The Hon Paul Toole, Minister for Lands and Forestry and Minister for Racing addressed the 
Board 
 
10.13am �t The Hon Niall Blair, Minister for Primary Industries, Minister for Regional Water and Minister 
for Trade and Industry addressed the Board 
 
11.39am �t The Hon Andrew Constance, Minister for Transport and Infrastructure addressed the Board 
 
12.07pm �t The Hon John Barilaro, Deputy Premier, Minister for Regional NSW, Minister for Skills and 
Small Business  addressed the Board and signed the MOU between Centroc and RDACW as a witness. 
 
12.32pm �t The Hon Anthony Roberts, Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing and Special Minister of 
State addressed the Board. 
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12.48pm �tPremier Gladys Berejiklian �t acknowledged the Centroc Board. 
The Hon Katrina Hodgkinson Member for Cootamundra, entered room 
The Hon Richard Colless, Parliamentary Secretary for Natural Resources and Western NSW,entered room 
 
12.53pm �t The Hon Gabrielle Upton, Minister for Local Government, Minister for the Environment and 
Minister for Heritage addressed the Board 
The Hon Kevin Humphries, Member for Barwon, entered room 
 
1.10pm �t Lunch 
 
Forbes delegates left at 1.15pm 
 
2.00pm Meeting reconvened  
Ian Scott NBN Community Account Manager updated the Board. Slides will be circulated. 
 
9b Water Infrastructure Report 
Resolved                                                                                                                          Cr D Somervaile/Mr G Styles 
That the Board note the Water Infrastructure report and commend to the Board that:  
1. Correspondence is sent to Minister Blair seeking advice on the suggested approach to best practice 

requirements given the anticipated review of the Best Practice Framework, escalating costs and timing 
for the review of plans;  

2. It endorse a submission to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal Review of the WaterNSW 
operating licences;  

3. Endorse a submission under the hand of the Acting Chair to the Productivity Commission Inquiry into 
�š�Z�����Œ���(�}�Œ�u���}�(�����µ�•�š�Œ���o�]���[�•���Á���š���Œ���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���•�����š�}�Œ���Á�]�š�Z���‰���Œ�š�]���µ�o���Œ���Œeference to the urban water sector; 
and 

4. Approach the Hon Niall Blair in his capacity as Minister for Regional Water to seek his support to Pilot 
a project ground-truthing the proposed Health Based Targets for the Australian Drinking Water 
Guidelines. 

 
9c Health Report 
Resolved                                                                                                                              Cr J Medcalf/ Mr G Carroll 
That the Board note the Health report  
 
9d Regional Development  
Resolved                                                                                                                                     Cr B West/Mr G Styles 
That the Board note the Regional Development report; and 
1. Encourage members to engage in the Infrastructure Prioritisation Matrix process; 
2. Receive a report on leveraging inland rail;  
3. Thank the Federal Government for supporting this initiative;  
4. ���‰�‰�Œ�}�À�����š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�À�]�•�]�}�v���}�(���¨�ñ�ì�ì�ì�������•�Z���������o���š�š���Œ���}�(���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�}�Á���Œ���•���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•�����������v�š�Œ���o���t���•�š���/�v�À���•�š�}�Œ�[�•��

Network Project and 
5. Commend to members a contribution in the order of $1000 to $3000 in accordance with the formula 

�����•�������‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•���o���}�µ�š�o�]�v���•���]�v���Z�����������v�š�Œ���o���t���•�š�•�[�•�����‰�‰�Œ�}�����Z���š�}�����}�µ�v���]�o�•�X 
 
Mr D Sherley recorded a declaration of interest in item 6d4 as he is a Board member of RDA Central West 
and did not vote. 
 
The Chair welcomed an update from Chair of Mr Alan McCormack and Peter McMillan Executive Officer 
of RDACW 
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The Chair welcomed an update from Ashley Albury, Director of Greater Western NSW Regional 
Coordinator of DPC  
 
9e Planning Report  
Resolved                                                                                                                                        Cr J Davis/Mr K Boyd 
That the Board note the Planning Report and endorse a submission to Planning Legislation developed in 
consultation with members. 
 
9f Tourism Report  
Resolved                                                                                                                                      Mr G Styles/Cr J Davis 
That the Board 
1. Thank CNSWT for their service to the region and recent report; 
2. Support the adoption by Centroc of the function of regional tourism; 
3. Accept in principle the advice provided subject to interim arrangements; 
4. Accept the monies from CNSWT as it ceases to trade and continue to resource the tourism function 

using existing CNSWT resource until advice on integrating this function into Centroc can be provided; 
5. Seek alignment with Country and Outback Destination Networks; and 
6. A meeting of LTO staff be called as soon as practicable with a view to providing advice on a plan for 

integrating the tourism function for the region into Centroc. 
 
Blayney delegates and Mr A McCormack left at 3.05pm 
 
9g Operational Report 
Resolved                                                                                                                                     Mr K Boyd/Mr R Hunt 
That the Board note the Operational Report and seek a report on an in-house approach to Councillor 
Training. 
 
9h Membership fees and approval of the Centroc Budget 
Resolved                                                                                                                                   Mr D Sherley/Cr J Davis 
That the Board  
1. note minor changes to the Management Plan for 2017/2018 as approved at the Board meeting 23 

February;  
2. �����}�‰�š���š�Z�����(�����•���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ�������•���}�µ�š�o�]�v�������]�v���K�‰�š�]�}�v���í���^���µ�•�]�v���•�•�����•���h�•�µ���o�_���Á�Z�]���Z���µ�•���•���š�Z�������•�•�µ�u�‰�š�]�}�v�•�W�� 

a. Previous Year + 1.5% increase  
b. Previous MWRC fees split amongst current members  
c. Membership & Administration - $5,000 flat fee plus updated population split  
d. Training - split on updated staff numbers  
e. Hilltops amalgamation changes reflected in fees  
f. Hilltops and Upper Lachlan as Operational Members at 85%  
g. Otherwise all other calculations remain as currently applies  

3. receive advice on the balance of options for fees; and  
4. the budget for the financial year 2017/2018 be approved.  
 
  

Page 29



 

Page | 5 
 

9i Financial report  
Resolved                                                                                                                                   Mr D Sherley/Cr B West  
That the Board note the Financial Report 
 
10. Speakers to the next meeting 

Board: Canberra Parliament House 
GMAC:  

�x NSW Data Analytics - Dr Ian Oppermann CEO and Chief Data Scientist 
�x ICAC �tMs Yvonne Miles, Principal Officer, Corruption Prevention    
�x EMS- (Energy Management Services), Mr Murray Halyburton, General Manager 
�x General Financial Audit, Mr Steven Martin, Assistant Auditor 

11. Next Meetings  
GMAC �t 28 July �t Orange 
Executive �t 28 July - Orange 
Board �t TBA 9/10 August �t Canberra Parliament House 
 

The General Meeting of the Board closed at 3.18pm  
 
3.30pm �t The Hon Troy Grant, Minister for Police and Minister for Emergency Services addressed the 
Board. 
4.00pm �t The Hon Adam Marshall, Minister for Tourism and Major Events and Assistant Minister for 
Skills addressed the Board. 
 
Page 5 is the last page of the Centroc Board Minutes 25 May 2017  
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF OBERON ARTS COUNCIL INC HELD ON TUESDAY 30TH MAY 
2017 AT MAYFIELD GARDEN 

Meeting declared open: Fran Charge declared meeting open at 11.00am and welcomed those 
members in attendance and thanked Mayor Kathy Sajowitz for her attendance. 

Present:  Mayor Kathy Sajowitz, Sandy Harman, Brian Harman, Fran Charge, Alan Pearce and 
Rhondda Pearce. 

Apologies:  Sally and Bob Parrington, Ray and Margaret Ross, Tim Charge, Katie and Malcolm 
Graham. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 2 May 2017:  Brian Harman moved that these minutes be 
accepted, seconded Rhondda Pearce. Carried. 

Business Arising:  Fran Charge and Rhondda Pearce will attend meeting with Sharon Swanell and 
Mayor Kathy on Thursday 1 June 2017 regarding the handover to Council of maintenance of the 
Common. Fran advised that she had been in contact with Selena regarding replacing the existing 
wagon wheels with either timber of metal due to the severe weathering of mosaic in that area on 
the west face. Alan to investigate the cost of using metal welded wheels instead. 

Correspondence In:  Invitation from Friends Of The Oberon Library to attend and present the OAC 
Sponsored Award at the Waste to Art Competition on Friday 9th June 2017 at 5.00pm; Bank 
Statements. 

Correspondence Out:  Minutes, Notice of Meeting. Brian Harman moved that correspondence be 
accepted, seconded Sandy Harman. Carried. 

�d�Œ�����•�µ�Œ���Œ�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�W�� Rhondda Pearce advised that the balance of the Community Saver Account as 
at 30 May 2017 is $1,265.33 and the balance in the Wild Oats Account as at 30 May 2017 is 
$5,320.36.  Rhondda moved that the report be accepted, seconded Fran Charge. Carried. 

Oberon Council Report:  Mayor Kathy Sajowitz reports as follows: 

�x To celebrate National Reconciliation Week, on Friday June 2 commencing at 12.30pm, 
Oberon Council will be hosting a flag raising ceremony to commemorate and recognise the 
50th anniversary of the 1967 referendum and the 25th anniversary of the 1992 Mabo Land 
rights Decision. The Commemoration will be held on the front lawn of the Oberon High 
School. Students will be performing during the event which will be followed by a sausage 
sizzle. Whole community invited. 

�x I am pleased to announce that e-books, e-audio and e-magazines will soon be available to 
Oberon Library Members.  Tenders have gone out for the extension of the Library and 
Community Centre to form a community hub. 

�x National Tree Day will be celebrated in July this year. Oberon Council will be taking part in 
this event by planting around two hundred tube stock plants donated by Central Tablelands 
Local Land Services. Due to the climate we will be holding our event around 
September/October and consulting with the community as to what species would be most 
suitable for our area and where the trees should be planted to the best advantage. 
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�x It is Men�[s Health Week from June 12-18. 

�x A very successful  e-marketing workshop was held for local businesses last week, over 
twenty businesses were represented. The workshop was a result of collaboration between 
Council and OBTA and subsidised by Council. Dependant on feedback further workshops will 
be considered into the future. 

�x DPE have recommended that Borg extension for approval, the plans will now go on public 
exhibition. 

�x W2A commences next week June 5-10 at the Community Centre. 

Fran Charge thanked Mayor Kathy for her report and thanked Council on behalf of OAC for the 
initiative re the e-marketing workshops. 

OBTA Report:  OBTA are currently working on producing a promotional video on Oberon and 
surrounds.  The May meeting was fortunate to have Emily Crouch from Down to Earth discuss her 
venture. Skye Freshwater from Fairfax Digital also presented at that meeting and offered to assist 
�K���d�����u���u�����Œ�•���]�v���(�}���µ�•�]�v�P���š�Z���]�Œ�����µ�•�]�v���•�•���•�X�����}�v�[�š���(�}�Œ�P���š���š�Z���š���:�µ�o�]�����^�š�}�š�š�������v�����o�•�}�����•�•�]�•�š���À�]�������}�µncil in 
this area of expertise. 

Arts Out West:  On behalf of those present Rhondda congratulated Fran Charge on her new position 
of Chairperson of Arts Out West. Well done.  AOW are continuing to work on changing their 
constitution regarding working towards a skilled-based committee.  

General Business: Discussion took place regarding an OAC sponsored community day of Music 
featuring the group Route 66. This has been pencilled in for November 26th and would be in the form 
of a day performance with BBQ lunch. Cost to OAC is approximately $1800.  The Venue to be 
determined with the Common being the preferred site.  Details of how to ticket and secure the area 
to be ironed out.  Mayor Kathy suggested that rather than charging people to attend, a sponsor or 
sponsors eg Borgs/OBTA could be approached. Watch this space. 

There is to be a fundraising luncheon to be held a�š���Z�Z���������v�l�[ on Sunday 25th June to promote and 
raise funds for Motor Neurone Di�•�����•���X���������u�µ�•�]�����o���š�Œ�]�}�������o�o�������^�Z���‰�š�_��is also booked for that weekend 
for OAC. It was decided that they should play at the MND function on Sunday. The cost to OAC is 
$450 plus cost of amplifier.  The day would start at 11.00am. Invitations to be sent �t Fran and 
Rhondda to produce invite ASAP and to �o�}�}�l�����š���Z�}�Á���š�Z�������}�•�š���}�(���^�Z���‰�š�_�������v�����������}�À���Œ�����X  

FYI   RAPT   www.raptmusic.com     
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLxZzsLNX5yj8U0Um928f-3qQxCDmf6ao  

Next Meeting:  To be held on June 27th. There will not be a meeting in July. 

Close of Meeting:  Meeting closed at 12.10pm and was followed by lunch. 
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12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
12.01 TRAFFIC ADVISORY LOCA L COMMITTEE 

File: Governance/Meetings/Traffic Advisory Local Committee 
Author: Chris Schumacher, Works and Engineering Director 
 
Summary  
�0�L�Q�X�W�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���7�U�D�I�I�L�F���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���/�R�F�D�O���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���K�H�O�G���R�Q���������0�D�\�������������D�U�H���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���I�R�U���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��
information and consideration. 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That: 

1. The Minutes of the Traffic Advisory Local Committee held on 10 May 2017 are received as 
information. 

2. The speed along Abercrombie Road from Paling Yards to the Abercrombie Bridge / Upper 
Lachlan Shire Council shire boundary be reduced to 60 km/hr. 

3. Council approach Goulburn Mulwaree Council and Upper Lachlan Shire Council to initiate a 
joint representation to the NSW State Government for re-classification of Abercrombie Rd to 
State Road. 

4. �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �P�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �³�1�R�� �6�W�R�S�S�L�Q�J�´�� �V�L�J�Q�V�� �R�Q �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �5�G�� �D�W�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �&�D�I�p�� �W�R�� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� ��-5 metres either side of the existing driveway access thus 
allowing some additional car parking spaces whilst ensuring that sight distance for the driveway 
access is sufficient.  

 
 
Comment  
FOLLOWING are the Minutes of the Traffic Advisory Local Committee held on 10 May 2017. 
 
A summary of the Committee discussions and outcomes is listed below: 
 
�x Council has requested that RMS undertake a speed zone review of Abercrombie Road from 

Paling Yards to the Abercrombie Bridge / Upper Lachlan Shire Council shire boundary. The 
Committee recommended that the speed in this location be reduced to 60 km/hr. 

�x The Committee discussed the independent road safety audit of Abercrombie Road that has 
been conducted by the Australian Road and Research Board and made a recommendation 
that Oberon Council approach Goulburn Mulwaree and Upper Lachlan Councils to initiate a 
joint representation to the NSW State Government for re-classification of Abercrombie Rd to 
State Road. 

�x �5�0�6�� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �D�� �U�H�T�X�H�V�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�U�L�H�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �&�D�I�p�� �R�Q�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �5�G�� �D�W��
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���D�V�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���1�R���6�W�R�S�S�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�V���R�X�W���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�I�p���W�R���E�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U��
more car parking for café patrons. There is an existing access to a small number of car parking 
spaces next to the café. 

 
The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 9 August 2017 , commencing at 9.30am. 
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Minutes of the Traffic Local Advisory Committee Meeting held on 10 May 2017 

The Meeting was held on Wednesday 10 May 2017, �L�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �5�R�R�P���� ������-139 
Oberon Street, Oberon. 
 
The Meeting commenced at 9.40 am. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Chris Schumacher, Chair Works & Engineering Director, Oberon Council  
Councillor Kerry Gibbons Oberon Council Member - delegate 
Councillor John Morgan Oberon Council Member �± alternate delegate 
Tim Charge Representative for Local Member, Mr P Toole MP 
David Vant Roads and Maritime Services, Parkes 
Rebecca Burgess Works & Engineering Administration, Oberon Council  
 
1. APOLOGIES  
Mayor Kathy Sajowitz Oberon Council member 
Gary Wallace General Manager, Oberon Council 
 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Nil 
 
 
3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
 
Traffic Advisory Local Committee meeting held 22 February 2017 
 
Moved:  Clr Kerry Gibbons 
Second:  David Vant 

 
That the Minutes of the Traffic Advisory Local Committee meeting held 22 February 2017 be taken 
as read and confirmed.  

 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING - Nil 
 
 
4. REPORT 
 

A. ABERCROMBIE ROAD SPEED ZONE REVIEW  
 
Summary  
 
�1�R�W�H�����,�Q���W�K�H���$�J�H�Q�G�D���W�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�L�V���L�W�H�P���L�Q�F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���³�$�E�H�U�F�U�R�P�E�L�H���5�R�D�G���I�U�R�P��
Porters Retreat to the Abercrombie Bridge / ULSC Boundary���´���7�K�L�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�D�G���³�$�E�H�U�F�Uombie 
Road from Paling Yards to the Abercrombie Bridge / ULSC Boundary��� ́
 
Council has requested that RMS undertake a speed zone review of Abercrombie Road from Paling 
Yards to the Abercrombie Bridge / ULSC Shire Boundary. This is a very steep section of road 
which carries a high volume of trucks/trailers/caravan.  
 
This matter was initially raised with RMS in November 2016. 
 
Road Improvement work has now been completed and the currently outstanding issue is the 
finalisation of the Speed Zone signage. 

Page 37



OBERON COUNCIL �± TRAFFIC ADVISORY LOCAL COMMITTEE  
Page 2 of 3 

 

 
 
Minutes of the Traffic Local Advisory Committee Meeting held on 10 May 2017 

 
David Vant has commenced the speed zone review which will include the ULCC side of the 
Abercrombie Bridge.  
 
Recommendation  
 
Moved:  Clr Kerry Gibbons 
Second: David Vant 
 
That the speed along Abercrombie Road from Porters Retreat to the Abercrombie Bridge / ULSC 
Shire Boundary be reduced to 60 km/hr. 
 
 
5. GENERAL BUSINESS  
The Committee discussed the independent road safety audit of Abercrombie Road that has been 
conducted by the Australian Road and Research Board. The audit comprehensively identified 
deficiencies in the road pavement, signage, reflectors and guardrail in both daytime and night-time 
conditions.  
 
Abercrombie Rd has a high usage with tourist, trade, agricultural and local traffic. As it is a part of 
the Tablelands Way tourist route it is a corridor road to Goulburn and links to the coastal highway. 
Geotechnical analysis has shown that the road pavement was not designed for this type or volume 
of traffic.  
 
Recommendation  
 
Moved:  Clr Kerry Gibbons 
Second: Tim Charge 
 
That Council approach Goulburn Mulwaree Council and Upper Lachlan Shire Council to initiate a 
joint representation to the NSW State Government for re-classification of Abercrombie Rd to State 
Road.  
 
�7�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�D�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�W�W�R�P�� �R�I�� �7�K�H�� �0�R�X�Q�W�� �R�Q�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �5�G�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V��
acknowledged that some pavement patches have been done however further road design work is 
required. Additionally a re-�G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�\�I�L�H�O�G�� �5�G���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �5�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G����
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���:�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�Uing Director will raise these issues at the next bi-annual meeting with 
RMS.  
 
The Committee discussed Forestry vehicles travelling along Meadows Rd and Carlwood Rd. It was 
agreed that Forestry should be conditioned to rectify roads impacted by carting of timber. Vehicles 
over the size of a 19m B-Double are required to go through NHVR (National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator) to obtain a permit for use.  
 
The new signs on Mayfield Rd have been vandalised and have been re-ordered. 
 
The intersection of Mayfield Rd/Sewells Creek Rd is to be re-done by the contractor.  
 
The Committee discussed the Rupert St/Carrington Ave intersection. It was agreed that this should 
be a 90 degree T-intersection to ensure sufficient sight distance. Other options were discussed 
including a cul-de-sac or limiting the right-hand turn at this intersection.  
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Minutes of the Traffic Local Advisory Committee Meeting held on 10 May 2017 

The Committee discussed the absence of a slip lane for traffic entering the Great Western Highway 
at �W�K�H���Q�H�Z���U�R�X�Q�G�D�E�R�X�W���D�W���.�H�O�V�R���I�U�R�P���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���5�G�� 
 
New signage has been ordered to increase the distance between the calming device and the 
parked cars on North St out the front of the Oberon Hospital. 
 
�5�0�6�� �K�D�Y�H�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �D�� �U�H�T�X�H�V�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�U�L�H�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �&�D�I�p�� �R�Q�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �5�G�� �D�W��
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �D�V�N�L�Q�J��for the No Stopping signs out the front of the café to be removed to allow for 
more car parking for café patrons. There is an existing access to a small number of car parking 
spaces next to the café. 
 
Recommendation  
 
Moved:  David Vant 
Second: Tim Charge 
 
�7�K�D�W�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �P�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �1�R�� �6�W�R�S�S�L�Q�J�� �V�L�J�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �5�G�� �D�W�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �&�D�I�p�� �W�R�� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� ��-5 metres either side of the existing driveway access thus 
allowing some additional car parking spaces whilst ensuring that sight distance for the driveway 
access is sufficient.   
 
 
 
6. NEXT MEETING DATE AND MEETING CLOSE 
The next Traffic Advisory Local Committee meeting will be held Wednesday 9 August 2017 
commencing at 9.30am. 
 
The meeting closed at 11.00 am. 
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12.02 LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

File: Governance/Meetings/Local Emergency Management Committee 
Author: Chris Schumacher, Works and Engineering Director 
 
Summary  
Minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting held on 15 May 2017 are 
�V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���I�R�U���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That the Minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting held on 15 May 2017 
are received as information. 
 
 
Comment  
 
FOLLOWING are the Minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting held on 
15 May 2017. 
 
A summary of the Committee discussions and outcomes is listed below: 
 
�x Oberon Health Service will liaise with other agencies, as required, to progress the construction 

of a permanent helipad. 

�x Council is working to ensure that the local M-Plan is endorsed by the deadline of December 
2017. 

�x Ambulance NSW will provide training as required by other agencies, on the new Striker 
stretchers.  

 
The next meeting of the Committee will be held on Monday 14 August 2017 , commencing at 
2.00pm. 
 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



OBERON LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
Page 1 of 2 

 

 
Minutes of the Oberon Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting held on 15 May 2017 

The Meeting was held on Monday 15 May 2017 in the SES Building, off North Street and Albion 
Street Oberon.  The Meeting commenced at 2.09 pm 
 
ATTENDANCE  
Name Organisation  
Chris Schumacher Oberon Council �± Works and Engineering Director 
Aaron Evans Woodchem 
Ashley Slattery Essential Energy 
�.�H�U�U�\���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�R�U New South Wales Police Force 
Andrew Sterling Corrective Services New South Wales 
Christine Symington Oberon Health Service 
Brett Jackson Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
Bruce Dowling Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
Ron Gavin Ambulance Service New South Wales 
John Kanne Ambulance Service New South Wales 
Kim De Govrik New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Janine Sharp New South Wales State Emergency Service 
Mark Darling New South Wales State Emergency Service 
Craig Bowra  New South Wales Police Force  - REMO 
Rebecca Burgess Oberon Council �± Works and Engineering Administration 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
Gary Wallace  Oberon Council �± General Manager 
Greg Sim New South Wales Rural Fire Service 
David Abercrombie New South Wales Police Force 
Craig Gibbons New South Wales State Emergency Service 
Mick Holland New South Wales Rural Fire Service 
Michael Wykes Essential Energy 
 
 
2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
Local Emergency Management Committee meeting held 13 February 2017 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous  

 
That the Minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee meeting held 13 February 2017 
be taken as read and confirmed.  
 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
�$���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���Q�R�W�H�G���R�Q���S�D�J�H�������R�I���������³�%�U�H�W�W���0�F�.�H�Q�Q�D�´���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�D�G���³�3�H�W�H�U���0�F�.�H�Q�Q�D�´���� 
 
 
4. REPORTS FROM AGENCIES 
The following is a brief summary of reports provided by members: 
 
�x Fire and Rescue New South Wales �± FRNSW provided back-up support to the Rural Fire 

Service (RFS) in the house fire incident which resulted in the death of an elderly woman. Back-
up has also been provided to Ambulance Service New South Wales (Ambulance NSW) as well 
as for a machinery fire at Structaflor. Current staffing level is 12 staff with 4 new people who 
have started and a possible 5th recruit. Interviews for the role of Captain are being undertaken.  

�x New South Wales Parks and Wildlife Service �± NPWS staff were deployed to assist with the Sir 
Ivan fire as well as fires around the Mudgee/Rylstone area. A hazard reduction burn was 
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Minutes of the Oberon Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting held on 15 May 2017 

conducted in the Abercrombie Park. Further hazard reduction burns will be scheduled for 
springtime.  

�x Oberon Health Service �± OHS have undergone a complete upgrade of the fire system. Further 
enquiry has been made into the helipad situation to ascertain requirements. OHS to liaise with 
Ambulance NSW to progress the construction of a permanent helipad.  

�x Ambulance Service New South Wales �± Ambulance NSW have had a number of calls within 
Kanangra-Boyd National Park. There was discussion with regards to the helipad required for 
the TOLL helicopters which are larger than those previously used and use tyres rather than 
skids. The size of the helicopters also results in approximately 3-4 times greater downdraft. It 
was agreed by the Committee that should the Recreation Ground be unsuitable for use if 
required by an Ambulance NSW helicopter the alternative sites are the Leagues Ground, 
Showground or Cunynghame Oval.  

�x Corrective Services New South Wales �± Corrective Services NSW reported that they are 
continuing enquiry with RMS with regards to the road closures procedure. 

�x New South Wales State Emergency Service �± Oberon SES have a new heavy rescue truck. 
Since the previous LEMC meeting SES have undertaken a total of 10 jobs within the Oberon 
area with a total of 138 hours and 3 jobs with a total of 8 hours in the Burraga area.  

�x New South Wales Police Force �± Senior Constable Harwood will shortly commence in Oberon 
in a relieving capacity. 

�x Essential Energy �± nil update 
�x Woodchem �± Woodchem reported that the practical exercise, as reported in previous meetings 

minutes, was run successfully. 
�x Oberon Council �± Council reported that staff has assisted with several motor vehicle accidents 

within the local government area. Council are progressing the M-Plan with feedback received 
from Oberon Health Service.  

 
 
5. GENERAL BUSINESS   
 
The Committee discussed the directions given by those exercising traffic controls during road 
closures as a result of motor vehicle accidents. Council took on-board to request that traffic 
management staff are made aware of exact locations of closure to ensure that traffic is detoured 
appropriately.  
 
REMO advised that the Regional M-Plan is being coordinated. The Local M-Plan must be 
endorsed by December 2017 at the latest. As part of the M-Plan it must be determined which 
Consequence Management Guides are required. It was agreed that several evacuation centres 
should be nominated, ensuring that one can accommodate domestic animals as well as larger 
companion animals such as horses.  
 
REMO advised that there is currently an amnesty on common explosives, for anyone wishing to 
avail of this, contact NSW Police. 
 
Each relevant agency agreed to contact John Kanne of Ambulance NSW to arrange a training 
session on the new Striker stretchers. 
 
 
6. NEXT MEETING DATE AND MEETING CLOSE.  
 
The next meetings will be held on 14 August  2017 at 2.00pm.  
 
The Meeting closed at 2.50pm. 
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12.03 OBERON YOUTH COUNCIL  

File: Governance/Meetings/OYC 
Author: Lynette Safranek, Finance and Community Services Director 
 
Summary  
�0�L�Q�X�W�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �2�E�H�U�R�Q�� �<�R�X�W�K�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �K�H�O�G�� �R�Q�� ������ �0�D�\�� ���������� �L�V�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��
information and consideration. 
 
 
Recommendations:  
 
That Council receive the minutes of the Oberon Youth Council Meeting held on 24 May 2017 as 
information. 
 
 
Comment  
 
FOLLOWING is the Minutes of the Oberon Youth Council held on 24 May 2017. 
 
The following items were discussed at the Oberon Youth Council: 
 
�x Fund Raising Events for Brooklyn Hotham - the Youth Councillors decided on a Wood Raffle 

along with runner up prizes as their fundraiser for Brooklyn. The raffle will be drawn, with a 
sausage sizzle, out the front of IGA on 12 August 2017. 

 
�x Social Event for second half of 2017 - Youth Councillors discussed their ideas for a Social 

event but were unable to come to a final decision. The Youth Councillors are going to bring 
back some more ideas to the June meeting. 

 
�x Mayfield Gardens Volunteers �± the Youth Media Coordinator put forward a suggestion for 

fundraising after she was approached by a Rotary Club member. The Mayfield Garden Events 
Manager has invited the OYC to volunteer at events during the autumn and spring seasons to 
help fundraise. It would be an opportunity for the OYC to raise extra money.  

 
 
Please refer to attached Minutes for more information. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 28 June 2017 from 5.30pm. 
 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OBERON COUNCIL – OBERON YOUTH COUNCIL – 24 May 2017

Minutes of the Oberon Youth Council held on 24 May 2017

The Meeting was held on 24 May 2017 at the Council Chambers.

The Meeting commenced at 5.30pm.

ATTENDANCE
Luke McFarlane Youth Mayor
Lisa Safranek Youth Media Coordinator
Reace Vavasour Youth Councillor
Jennifer Oneil Youth Councillor
Paige Simpson Youth Councillor
Jess Maclure Youth Councillor
Dean Jones Youth Councillor
Daria Olney Youth Councillor
Lydia Moore Youth Councillor
Lynette Safranek Finance & Community Services Director
Tamara Greenhalgh Finance & Community Services Trainee

APOLOGIES
Tyler Stamos Youth Councillor
Emmett Bowman Youth Councillor
Kathy Beesley Community Services Coordinator
Kathy Sajowitz Oberon Mayor

1. APOLOGIES – see Attendance and Apologies above
Lydia Moore arrived at 6:10pm

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 26 APRIL 2017

3. DISCUSSION
a) Fund Raising Events for Brooklyn Hotham

The Youth Council decided on a Wood Raffle along with runner up prizes as their
fundraiser for Brooklyn. The raffle will be drawn, with a sausage sizzle out the front of
IGA on 12th August 2017. The following tasks have been allocated:
-  Youth Mayor will organise the load of wood
-  Finance & Community Services staff will organise the trailer
-  Lisa and Lydia are going to create a flyer for the raffle and bring along to the June

meeting for approval.
-  Finance & Community Services staff will have the raffle tickets to hand over to Youth

Councillors at the June meeting.
-  Youth Mayor will coordinate with the fundraising team between now and the June

meeting to walk the main street to request donations for the runner up prizes.
b) Social Event for second half of 2017

Youth Councillors discussed their ideas for the Social event but were unable to come to a
final decision. The Youth Councillors are going to bring back some more ideas to the
June meeting. Some suggestions raised at the meeting included:
-  Movie evenings/showings at the Robert Hooper Community Centre including movie

marathons.
-  Flip out in Oberon (Finance & Community Services Trainee will ring Flipout to find out

more details prior to June meeting)
-  Talent Quest/Disco
-  Hobby Expo
-  Ice Skating in Oberon.
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OBERON COUNCIL – OBERON YOUTH COUNCIL – 24 May 2017

Minutes of the Oberon Youth Council held on 24 May 2017

4. OTHER BUSINESS

The Youth Mayor and several other members had a discussion over the way in which the
decision at last months meeting to sponsor Brooklyn Hotham was made. They feel they were
‘pushed’ into a decision and that they weren’t given enough time to decide. They were also
under the impression that Brooke would be the only sponsorship for 2017. They would like
the opportunity to be able to sponsor more than one youth in the community this year.

Finance & Community Services Director advised the Youth Council that their
recommendation had been changed following discussions prior to them going to Council in
May, providing fundraising for Brooke until August and giving an opportunity to select a
second recipient at the July meeting, for fundraising during September to December 2017.
The Youth Councillors were happy with this and will put forward some recommendations for
sponsorship to the July meeting after talking with their family and friends.

Youth Media Coordinator put forward a suggestion for fundraising after she was approached
by a Rotary Club member. The Mayfield Garden Events Manager has invited the OYC to
volunteer at events during the autumn and spring seasons to help fundraise. It would be an
opportunity for the OYC to raise extra money.

Finance & Community Services Director discussion:
-  Some of the delegations that where decided at the last meeting need to be changed as

some members selected more than one group. If members aren’t happy with their
group they need to let us know. As Youth Mayor, Luke’s role is to communicate with
each OYC members between meetings and coordinate with each group to ensure
everything is up to date and running smoothly, or if you need Council staff’s support.
The groups are now made up of the following:
§ Events: Dean Jones, Paige Simpson, Jess Maclure
§ Fundraising: Brooklyn Hotham, Reace Vavasour, Daria Olney, Tyler Stamos, Paige

Simpson & Jennifer Oneil.
§ Media: Lisa Safranek, Lydia Sinclair

-  A quote for the new OYC shirts has been requested. The new shirt suggestion is Black
long and short sleeve with the Oberon Council logo on the front and the Oberon Youth
Council in full, in the Youth Council colours on the back.  We will look at purchasing to
ensure they are delivered before the August fundraiser.

-  The meetings will not include dinner each month as it is eating into the budget. There
will continue to be an end of year and mid year dinner for the Youth Councillors.

-  The Fun Run for 2018 is hoping to be bigger and better. It is anticipated that there will
still be three courses, (short, medium and long). As it is anticipated that the routes will
leave from the Common and take us through Hazelgrove road, over to Lowes Mount
Road and back to The Common, weneed RMS traffic management approval 6 months
in advance. Draft plans will be discussed at the June meeting.

5. NEXT MEETING DATE AND MEETING CLOSE

The next meeting will be held on 28 June 2017 at 5:30pm in the Council chambers.

The meeting closed at 6:18pm
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12.04 HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

File: Governance/Meetings/Heritage Committee 
Author: Gary Wallace, General Manager 
 
Summary  
�0�L�Q�X�W�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �K�H�O�G�� �R�Q�������� �0�D�\�������������V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���I�R�U�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
consideration. 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That: 

1. The Minutes of the Heritage Committee held on 29 May 2017 received as information. 

2. Council accept the quote from Mr Gary Waller for $2860.00 to formalise a plan for stabilisation 
�Z�R�U�N�V���R�Q���W�K�H���/�L�Q�G�O�H�J�U�H�H�Q���3�L�V�H���%�D�U�Q���D�W���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� 

3. �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���Z�U�L�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�I���O�D�Q�G���D�W���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���E�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�I���D��
small portion of la�Q�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G�� �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�L�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O��
Conservation area. 

 
 
Comment  
 
FOLLOWING is the Minutes of the Heritage Committee held on 29 May 2017 
 
This is a summary of the Committee discussions and outcomes: 
 

�x Discussion was held on the two quotes received by the Friend of Lindlegreen to prepare a 
proposed plan of works required to carry out stabilisation work on the Pise Barn at 
�/�L�Q�G�O�H�J�U�H�H�Q���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �W�R�� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�H�W�H�U�L�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�D�V���I�R�U��
the quote from Mr Gary Waller to be accepted and funded by Council. 

 
�x OTHR advised the Heritage Committee that had concerns regarding some of the conditions 

on their proposed licensing agreement with John Holland Rail and was seeking support 
from Council with a letter to be sent to the State Premier asking for their assistance in 
getting the matter resolved. 

 
�x �7�K�H�� �+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �L�V�� �N�H�H�Q�� �W�R�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�� �D�� �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�L�O�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O��

Conservation Area and a small portion of land is privately owned. The Committee would 
like Council to approach the owner to see if they would be keen to sell this land. 

 
The next meeting of the Committee will be held on Monday 28 August 2017. 
 

Notes: 
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Minutes of the Heritage Committee Meeting held on the 29 May 2017 

The Meeting was held �L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���5�R�R�P����������-139 Oberon Street, Oberon. 
 
The Meeting commenced at 5.00 pm. 
 
ATTENDANCE  
Clr Clive McCarthy - Chair Councillor Representative 
Ewen Stewart Community Member 
Christo Aitken Heritage Advisor 
Gary Wallace General Manager 
Bob Mills Observer 
Chris Guest Alternate National Trust Representative 
Jane Nicholl Administration Assistant 
Ian Doney Councillor Representative 
Graham Williams OTHR Representative 
 
APOLOGIES 
Brenda Doney Community Member  
Laurie McMahon Community Member 
Susan Willis Community Member 
Janet Bailey Development Control Admin Officer 
Iain McPherson National Trust 
Phillipa Gemell-Smith Community Member 
 
1. APOLOGIES �± see Attendance and Apologies list above. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Nil 
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
GINGKIN PAPERS 
 
Philippa has provided Council with a contact for someone that may be able to copy these 
documents for us and Council are in the process of obtaining a quote and working through the 
legalities of copyright law. 
 
PORTERS RETREAT SIGNAGE  
 
Both parties involved in gathering the names for the plaque to be erected at the Porters Retreat 
Cemetery have agreed and Council is obtaining a quote for these works. 
 
OLD SCHOOL BUILDING 
 
Ewen advised that he is waiting on a meeting with Paula Behan to devise a plan for the possible 
restoration of the Mozart School and he will than bring this information back to the Committee. 
 
REPORTS 
 
LINDLEGREEN 
 
The friends of Lindlegreen had written to Council advising that they are close to finalising a 
nomination to the State Heritage Register for Lindlegreen. The letter was accompanied by quotes 
from two heritage specialists to prepare advice on how to carry out the stabilisation of the Pise 
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Minutes of the Heritage Committee Meeting held on the 29 May 2017 

Barn. The friends of Lindlegreen would like Council to accept and appoint one of the following 
specialists. 
 
Quotes received were:- 

�x Mr Gary Waller        $2860.00 
�x Mr Simon Wiltshier  $5500.00 to $6500.00 

 
The Committee was advised that Phil Le Breton a local builder would be happy to assist and 
supervise the project. 
 
Discussions were held on the importance of the Pise Barn and the present state of the 
deterioration of this structure. Both quotes were discussed with Gary Waller known to handle 
smaller projects such as this and is a well respected Heritage builder whereas Simon Wiltshire is 
often involved in much larger projects. 
 
Gary advised that Council recognises the importance of the Lindlegreen Barn and that this item 
needs to be placed on the State Heritage Register to justify seeking support from Council and the 
community. 
 
There was discussion in relation to ways to raise funds and make the community aware of the 
importance of the Lindlegreen Barn. The friends of Lindlegreen could drive a GO Fund me Page. 
 
An application has been lodged with Heritage Near Me in relation to a Heritage Trail using Cob and 
Pise Barns as the centrepiece.  
 
Christo also has given advice to the friends of Lindlegreen about setting up National Trust 
deductable appeal and further advised Iain McPherson should be able to assist with this. 
 
Recommendation  
 
The Heritage Committee seek approval from Council to accept the quote of $2800-00 from Gary 
Waller to undertake a plan for the stabilisation and restoration of the Pise Barn at Lindlegreen. 
 
PORTERS RETREAT CEMETARY SIGNAGE  
 
The plaque has been placed in the road reserve and the sign to be placed in the Porters Retreat 
cemetery with a list of names of those interred at the private cemetery �D�W�� �³Mary Vale�  ́and �³Coot 
Hill�  ́be completed in the near future. 
 
OWNERS MACQUARIE SEEKIN G SUPPORT REGARDING ACCESS 
 
The owners of Macquarie were seeking support from the Heritage Committee in relation to a 
modification to Development Application seeking amendment to a condition relating to access. 
 
Gary gave the Committee a briefing on the subdivision of Macquarie and the conditions imposed 
by Bathurst Regional Council on the access and the fact that Oberon Council has little or no control 
over this condition. He advised that the Modification has been forwarded to Bathurst Regional 
Council for their consideration. The committee noted the report as information. 
 
Action  
 
That the Heritage Committee noted the information provided and wish the applicants good luck 
with their Modification.  
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Minutes of the Heritage Committee Meeting held on the 29 May 2017 

GENERAL BUSINE SS 
 
OTHR 
 
Graham Williams advised that OTHR is having some difficulty with securing a licence agreement 
with John Holland Rail with some of the conditions in this licence being too restrictive. 
 
The committee discussed the issues with Graham and agreed to lend their support via Council. 
 
Recommendation  
 
The Heritage Committee support OTHR by writing a letter to the Premier stating that they fully 
support OTHR in their endeavours to secure a licensing agreement with John Holland Rail and 
acknowledging that there are issues and seeking the support of the State Government in 
addressing these issues. 
 
Raleigh Street Properties - Oberon  
 
Bob Mills is concerned that the owners of this property may sell and the house could be 
demolished. Bob believes it was the first brick building in Oberon and needs to be preserved. 
 
Bob will collect all the information on this property and provide a written report to the committee. 
 
Planning Proposal to preserve Old Farm Sheds  
 
Bob asked about preserving old farm houses and why the house can�¶t be subdivided off from the 
rest of the land. Gary has advised that the subdivision for these provisions (concessional lots) has 
been removed by the State Government and are no longer available. 
 
Heritage articles for publication  
 
Ian Doney is looking for any information on heritage items in the Oberon Local Government area 
that he can put together and hand to Gary for publishing in the Oberon Review newspaper and on 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�V�¶��website. 
 
This will help promote our local heritage items to our community and the wider tourist groups and 
may encourage others to be mindful of our history. 
 
Development of a Heritage Trail  
 
Gary has advised that Council has lodged an Expression of Interest with the Office of Environment 
and Heritage of interest for funding for a Heritage Trail around Pise and Cob Barns. 
 
W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���7�U�D�L�O���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O 
 
Clive noted that some of the land required for a possible �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�L�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O��
Conservation area is owned privately and Council should contact the owner seeking their thoughts 
on the possible sale of this land to Council. 
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Minutes of the Heritage Committee Meeting held on the 29 May 2017 

Recommendation  
 
The Heritage Committee requests Council to write to the owner regarding the possible purchase of 
a small portion of land by �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���I�R�U���D���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���:�D�O�N�L�Q�J���7�U�D�L�O���D�W���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���$�U�H�D. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 
 

Activity  Responsibility  

HERITAGE SIGNS 

�x Liaise with Christo Aitken regarding the progress of the Black 
Springs Sign �± Information provided by Christine Healey-
ongoing 

 

Gary and Janet 

 

 

MACQUARIE 

�x Council to write to the owners of Macquarie noting their 
concerns regarding their subdivision access �W�R���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O��
road and wishing them well with their Development 

Gary and Janet 

�:�$�/�.�,�1�*���7�5�$�,�/���2�¶�&�2�1�1�(�/�/ 

�x Council to write to the owner of land near the proposed 
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���:�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�U�D�L�O���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���R�I��a 
small portion of their land. 

Gary and Janet 

OTHR 

�x Council to write a letter to the Premier office  offering 
Councils support behind the Licence agreement for OTHR 
and John Holland Rail and noting there are issues and 
seeking   the support of the State Government in addressing 
these issues. 

 

Gary and Janet 

PORTERS RETREAT �±PRIVATE  BURIAL GROUNDS 

�x  Council to erect a sign at Porters Retreat Cemetery 
depicting the names of those people interned at the private 
burial site. 

 

 
 
Gary and Janet 

TIMBER HERITAGE WALK 

�x The Committee source appropriate early working photos of 
the OTC - ongoing 

 

Heritage Committee 

 

GINGKIN PAPERS  

�x The owners of the Gingkin Papers have agreed to the 
Heritage Committee obtaining copy. Staff to contact them to 
organise.-ongoing 

 

Gary and Janet 
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Minutes of the Heritage Committee Meeting held on the 29 May 2017 

LINDLEGREEN 

�x Gary to Liaise with Christo and the Friends of Lindlegreen 
regarding listing the property on the State Heritage register  

�x Seek support from Council re the acceptance of the quote 
from Gary Waller of $2860.00 for a plan for the restoration 

 
 
Gary and Janet 

LEP Update  
�x Committee members to provide names and address of 

places that have a Historical  Building and are not currently 
listed on our LEP 

 
All Committee members 

HERITAGE -NEAR ME 
�x Seek approval from Council to lodge an expression of 

Interest for funding from Heritage near me for a Heritage trail 
around Pise and Cob Barns. 

 
Heritage Advisor 

 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND MEETING CLOSE  
 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 28 August  2017 commencing at 5.00pm . 
 
The Meeting closed at 6.55pm. 
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13. REPORTS FOR DECISION 
13.01 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 10.2017.39.1 �± DEMOLITION OF EXISTING 

SHED AND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW SHED  

File No: Property/PO49-15 
Author: Health and Building Surveyor, Kerry Davison 
 
Summary  
A Development Application has been received for the demolition of an existing shed and 
construction of a new shed at 15 Scotia Avenue, Oberon with particular reference Part C.5.5 �± 
�³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���+�H�L�J�K�W���3�O�D�Q�H�´���D�Q�G��Part C.6.4 �± �³�&�D�U�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���*�D�U�D�J�H�V�� 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That: 
 
1. Delegation is granted to the General Manager to vary Part C.5.5 �± �³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���+�H�L�J�K�W���3�O�D�Q�H�´���D�Q�G��

Part C.6.4 �± �³�&�D�U�S�R�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �*�D�U�D�J�H�V of its current DCP 2001 associated to Development 
Application 10.2017.39.1 for the demolition of the existing shed and construction of a new shed 
at Lot 14 in DP 2364, Section A, being known as 15 Scotia Avenue, Oberon. 

 
2. A division be called in accordance with Section 375A of The Local Government Act 1993. 
 
 
Comment  
 
FOLLOWING is a copy of proposed plans and associated Statement of Environmental Effects. 
 
Development Application 10.2017.39.1 has been received for the demolition of the existing shed 
and construction of a new shed at 15 Scotia Avenue, Oberon, within the R1 General Residential 
Zone. 
 
The shed is non-compliant in the following areas of the DCP and as such a variation to DCP 2001 
is sort in relation to Part C.5.5 and Part C 6.4. 
 
Part C.5.5 �± �³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���+�H�L�J�K�W���3�O�D�Q�H�´��associated to Residential Development requires: 
 

�³�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� 
(a) Increase the overshadowing of adjoining properties; 
(b) Reduce the level of privacy enjoyed by adjoining properties; or 
(c) Affect the amenity of the Rural village 
Obstruct views from adjacent existing buildings, and that the occupants of the building or 
buildings will enjoy the optimum use of winter sunlight 

 
The proposed shed is located 1.2m from the rear neighbour and 1.0 from the neighbouring western 
allotment.  The Building Height Plane variation is 24% with now overshadowing impact and the 
privacy of the neighbouring lots not impeded as the new shed has no windows. 
 
Part C.6.4 -�³Carports and Garages�´���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���W�R��Residential Development requires: 
 

�³�7�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���W�R�W�D�O���I�O�R�R�U���D�U�H�D���R�I���J�D�U�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���R�U���F�D�U�S�R�U�W�V���L�V���W�R���E�H�������P2��� ́
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The proposed development is a shed with a floor area of 49m2.  The property has an existing 
garage with a floor area of 35m2.  The 24m2 non-compliance with the floor area limitation imposed 
by DCP represents a 40% variance. The applicants have indicated a shed of this size is required 
for the parking of vehicles and a boat which is not uncommon within the General Residential Zone.  
The shed is located at the rear of the 1163 square metre lot and the potential impacts on the size 
of the shed and garage on the adjoining land owners have been considered to be minimal. 
 
Neighbour notification has been undertaken to the neighbouring properties.  Submissions will close 
on 19 June 2017. Should any submissions be received resulting from the neighbour notification 
then a further report will be presented to the July Council Meeting. 
 
It is considered that the variation can be supported in this instance. 
 
 

Notes: 
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13.02 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 10.2017.44.1 - SHED 

File No: Property/PR142-40 
Author: Health and Building Surveyor, Kerry Davison 
 
Summary  
A Development Application has been received for the construction of a shed at 40 Wilson Drive, 
Oberon.  Variation to Development Control Plan (DCP) 2001 is sought, with particular reference to 
Part J.7.2.7 �± �³�$�Q�F�L�O�O�D�U�\���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�´�� 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
That: 
 
1. Delegation is granted to the General Manager to vary Part J.7.2.7 �± �³�$�Q�F�L�O�O�D�U�\���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�´���R�I���W�K�H��

Oberon Development Control Plan 2001 associated to Development Application 10.2017.44.1 
for the construction of a shed at Lot 24 in DP 785503, 40 Wilson Drive, Oberon. 

 
2. A division be called in accordance with Section 375A of The Local Government Act 1993. 
 
 
Comment  
FOLLOWING is a copy of proposed plans and associated Statement of Environmental Effects. 
 
Development Application 10.2017.44.1 has been received for the construction of a shed at 40 
Wilson Drive, Oberon, within the R1 General Residential Zone. 
 
A variation to DCP 2001 is sort in relation to Part J.7.2.7. 
 
Part J.7.2.7 �± �³�$�Q�F�L�O�O�D�U�\���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�´��associated to Rural Residential Development requires: 
 

�³�7�R���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���W�K�H���H�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���R�X�W�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���O�R�W�V�� 
Only two (2) buildings ancillary to dwelling, shall be permitted on each allotment. The 
ancillary buildings are to have a total aggregate floor area of less than 150m2��� ́

 
The proposed shed has a floor area of 216m2 which represent a non-compliance of 44%. The 
applicant indicated during a site inspection that a shed of this size is required for the parking of 
vehicles and storage of equipment.  The shed is located on a 7.5580 H lot and due to an existing 
cut and planted buffer the shed will not be visible from the street and the impact on adjoining land 
owners will be minimal.  The applicant also indicated two existing shipping containers on site will 
be removed at the completion of the shed. 
 
The proposed development is considered suitable for the site and it is important to note that Part 
J.7.2.7 has been varied by Council in the past. 
 
Neighbour notification has been undertaken to the neighbouring properties.  Submissions close on 
30 June 2017. Should any submissions be received resulting from the neighbour notification then a 
further report will be presented to the July Council Meeting. 
 
It is considered that the variation can be supported in this instance. 
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13.03 OBERON 2017/18 DRAFT OPERATIONAL PLAN, DELIVERY PLAN,  
FEES & CHARGES AND RATING STRUCTURE  

 

File No: Governance/Integrated Planning and Reporting/Community Strategic Plan 
Author: Gary Wallace, General Manager; Lynette Safranek, Finance & Community Services Director; and 
Chris Schumacher, Works & Engineering Director 
 
Summary  
 
The Draft Oberon 2017/18 Operational Plan, Delivery Plan, Fees & Charges, and Rating Structure 
were placed on formal Public Exhibition from 17 May to 13 June 2017. Community Meetings were 
�K�H�O�G���D�W���%�O�D�F�N���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����%�X�U�U�D�J�D�����2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���D�Q�G���2�E�H�U�R�Q���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���S�H�U�L�Rd. 
 
The 2017/18 Draft Operational Plan includes the programs and projects to be undertaken from  
1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018. During the exhibition period, Council received ten written 
submissions. 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That: 
 
1. Council adopt the Operational Plan 2017/18 incorporating the changes outlined within the 

report and any variation deliberated at the meeting. 

2. Council endorse the 2017/18 Fees & Charges per changes indicated in this report. 

3. Council adopt the 2017/18 Rating Structure as set out in this Report.  

4. Provide all persons who made submission be provided with feedback on their submission. 
 
 
Comment  
The following documents are provided as separate ATTACHMENTS that supplement the report 
�W�D�E�O�H�G���I�R�U���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
 
�ƒ Written Submissions 

�ƒ Operational Plan 2017/18 

�ƒ Delivery Plan 

�ƒ 2017/18 Fees & Charges. 

 
Community Consultation meetings were held at the following locations: 
 

Thurs 20 Apr Robert Hooper Community Centre, 7 Fleming Street, Oberon 

Wed 26 Apr �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���+�R�W�H�O���������������2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���5�R�D�G�����2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O 

Mon 1 May Burraga Sport and Recreation Club, Lloyd Street, Burraga  

Wed 3 May Black Springs Community Hall, Dog Rocks Road, Black Springs 
 
Notes were made at each of the scheduled Community Meetings and the following is a summary of 
the feedback received (no weighting provided). 
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SUBMISSION SUMMARY PROPOSED ACTION 

Oberon Community Meeting �± 20 April 2017  11 community members present  

With the Ordinary Rate increase does every rate 
category increase by 6.9%? 
Farmland which would on average have a much 
higher general valuation the rate will go up 
disproportionate to residential? 
 

The ordinary rate increase applies to all rate 
categories i.e. farmland, residential land and 
commercial land. 
Farmland rates are not charged any 
additional levies or charges. They only 
receive their farmland rate. 

Where will the allocation of the increase from the 
SRV go? What amount is State Government in the 
way of state forests contributing? What action is 
council taking to get reimbursement for the costs 
for roads heavily used by log trucks? Some private 
forests have now been purchased by forestry. Paul 
Toole has said some will pay rates. Is Burraga 
Road is a State Road? 

Council has been lobbying the State 
Government for many years in relation to the 
impact of heavy vehicles on local roads. 
Minister Toole has been to speak to us in 
relation to these issues. We are currently 
seeking meeting with forestry via the Minister. 
Burraga Road is a local road. 

Did we receive any extra funding due to extreme 
weather conditions during last winter? 

We received two lots of natural disaster 
funding to rectify roads due to extreme 
conditions during last year. Cannot apply for 
funding until a natural disaster is declared. 
Money goes to replace funds that have been 
spent to repair the damage. 

Has any allowance been made for the legal 
funding for the amalgamation? 

Council still has an allocation of $40k rolled 
over. We expect some to come back into the 
budget, however this is still with the courts. 

In the Town Improvement Levy you said there are 
controls over that. In the list of projects for the 
�7�R�Z�Q���,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���,���G�R�Q�¶�W���V�H�H���D�Q�\���O�L�V�W�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���D�Q�\��
of the outlying villages. 
 
 
Villages are allocated $5,000 per village compared 
to $800,000 for the people in Oberon. 
 
 
 
�:�K�D�W�¶�V�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �U�H�� �W�K�H�� �7�R�Z�Q��Improvement levy 
for Stratford Downs? We have projects that we 
need doing. If we are included in the Town 
Improvement area we have projects that we want 
done. 

�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �S�D�\�� �W�K�H�� �7�R�Z�Q��
Improvement levy. We do give each of the 
villages an allocation each year for them to 
spend on a village improvement project. 
�7�K�D�W�¶�V���K�R�Z���Z�H���F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O���V�R�P�H���P�R�Q�H�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��
village areas.  
The villages get as much attention from this 
council as the town. The Town Improvement 
levy is paid by the ratepayers in the town. We 
would be more than happy to expand that to 
the villages, however they have not indicated 
a willingness to go down this path. 
The whole rating structure is currently under 
review. We await the outcome of the review. 

In relation to the low interest loan for the sewerage 
works is that funding the 4.95million. Even 
farmland ratepayers will be indirectly paying for the 
sewer works in Oberon for the upgrade of the 
�6�H�Z�H�U�D�J�H�� �7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�� �3�O�D�Q�W���� �:�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �L�W�� �E�H�� �P�R�U�H��
equitable to fund it by a Town Improvement Levy? 

We are looking at all funding opportunities 
including looking at additional grant funding. 
Only in investigation stage, there are multiple 
options to fund this work. 
Suggest this be put into a written submission. 
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SUBMISSION SUMMARY PROPOSED ACTION 

�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O Community Meeting �± 26 April 2017  14 community members present  

What is the criteria used to decide which unsealed 
roads you seal? Quite a few residents are 
concerned with considerable increased volume of 
traffic in recent years. In particular on Bosworth 
Falls Road. As someone who wants to make a 
concrete contribution it would be useful to know 
how it is worked out where the money is allocated 
for prioritising sealing money. Want to know what 
that is and want to put in a big case to seek sealing 
for Bosworth Falls Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the total amount of money Council spends 
each year on roads? 
 
 
 
 
 
It was noted that roads included in the 2017/18 
LIRS program included Moss Grove and 
Gilmandyke Roads. Gilmandyke has one person 
living there, same with Moss Grove Road. Is that 
road to be sealed? 
 
 
 
�:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H���J�U�D�Y�H�O�� �U�R�D�G�V�� �L�Q�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���D�U�H�D�� �K�R�Z�� �G�R�H�V��
Council work out how often they are going to be 
graded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it cost per km to bitumen seal. 
 

Funding for roads is allocated from a number 
of different sources. The plan for sealing 
different roads comes from factors such as 
frequency of maintenance, number of 
residents, traffic volumes, forestry activity and 
needs. Our Asset Management Plan (AMP) 
assists to identify the needs. Council has 
been catching up with some of the increased 
population density on some of the roads. 
There is a new AMP which has hard data 
indicating road usage which will assist with 
guiding funding for where roads are sealed. 
Not quite there yet, however this is what we 
are working towards. Council has committed 
to sealing 2km per annum. In the last three 
years we have achieved over this amount, 
last year we sealed approximately 5km. 
There has been an increase in the frequency 
of maintenance required on Bosworth Falls 
Road. 
 
Approximately $13 million for maintenance, 
capital improvements, grants and other 
subsidies such as Repair Program. Council 
has utilised the Local Infrastructure Renewal 
Scheme to reduce its roads infrastructure 
backlog. This is a three year program. 
 
Whilst some of �W�K�H�� �U�R�D�G�V�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �O�R�W�� �R�I��
residents there are also logging in some of 
these areas, where possible we seek a 
contribution from Forestry. There are no 
plans to seal Gilmandyke Road. Council is 
happy to receive feedback from the 
community and invites written submission. 
 
This year we had a lot of bad weather which 
did put us behind. We did receive some 
Natural Disaster Funding for extreme 
weather. A lot of time we receive calls about 
�U�R�D�G�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �:�H�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �W�K�H��
condition of all of the minor roads and 
community feedback is vital.  From October 
to April we complete our capital works and 
then move into maintenance grading 
program. 
 
Approx. $65,000/km, also need to consider 
preparation, road base etc. It depends on the 
road condition and type of bitumen being laid. 
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SUBMISSION SUMMARY PROPOSED ACTION 

Find it hard to comment on what has been 
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�� �L�V�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W�� �J�R�W�� �P�X�F�K��
context for it. Would be helpful to know the way 
budget plan is being put forward. It would be 
helpful to understand what is different to previous 
years. It would be useful to know what did you do 
last year, what are you proposing to do different 
next year. E.g. $20k for street tree planting vs $50k 
for council building maintenance seems 
unbalanced.  
 
How did you come up with the plans? The 
document needs to tell the story. 

The delivery program is the plan which 
guides how we spend our money. Due to the 
merger process we are in a fifth year of a four 
year plan. We need to develop a new plan. 
The way we spend our money is based 
around the future directions identified in the 
delivery program. 
Aside from how we present the information it 
should be noted we have spent quite a lot on 
trees over the last few years and nothing on 
the council building.  
Integrated Planning and Reporting makes 
quite complex. Council does struggle to 
simplify this. 
The budget numbers are an estimate, take 
the point on board. The $50k for the Council 
building may end up being $30k or nothing 
depending on community and councillor 
feedback. Doe�V�Q�¶�W���V�D�\���������N���R�Q���V�W�U�H�H�W���W�U�H�H�V���L�V��
all we spend on street trees. That is part of 
the TI fund, there may be other funds for this. 
The TI fund is a levy which is collected in 
Oberon and must be spent in the Oberon 
area. 

The 6.95% increase in rates, is that an increase on 
the current percentage? 
 
�7�K�H�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�� �,�� �V�S�R�N�H�� �W�R�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�� �U�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�D�\�V�� �L�W�¶�V��
not that simple. The 6.95% includes the 1.5% rate 
pegging limit. So without the SRV it would have 
been just 1.5% rate peg. Is that correct? 
 
How many people responded to the survey and 
were ratepayers the only ones who had the 
opportunity to respond? 

The increase is based on the ordinary rate. 
Council is happy to take the question on 
notice and provide further information. 
The Special Rate Variation was introduced 
based on fit for the future analysis. We were 
advised we should look at introducing a 
Special Rate Variation, we took this advice 
and put it to our community through 
community survey and public meetings. 
The SRV applies to ratepayers, yes it went 
out to all ratepayers. 

Is it correct that the farming rate is paying a large 
portion of the SRV? It appears some of the larger 
land holders in the shire are paying considerably 
more under the SRV than others, several thousand 
dollars more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ordinary rate is the component of each 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �U�D�W�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �J�R�H�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�F�N�H�W�� �R�I��
money that we use to deal with the SRV. 
Every ratepayer pays an addition on their 
ordinary rate as a component of that. Our 
rural to residential rate is nearly compatible if 
you take out the commercial and the 
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �,�� �Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �V�D�\�� �I�D�U�P�O�D�Q�G�� �D�U�H��
paying the majority of the SRV. It is a portion 
of the ordinary rate that goes into those 
priority roads. Rates apply to land value so 
there will be people with large land holdings 
who pay more than people with smaller 
holdings. It directly relates to the value of 
property. 
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SUBMISSION SUMMARY PROPOSED ACTION 

By levying that rate the Oberon shire farmland rate 
is getting out of kilter to the neighbouring shire of 
Bathurst. 

It is important to compare apples with apples. 
There is a disproportional amount of farmland 
ratepayers to residential ratepayers in 
Bathurst. We are happy to provide additional 
information to individual ratepayers who have 
questions or concerns. 

The funds collected from the SRV $182k seals 
approx. 2.5km of road. 

The SRV is used to upgrade and maintain the 
8 priority roads. We usually develop projects 
where possible around multiple sources of 
funding including Block Grant, Roads to 
Recovery, LIRS and other funds as well as 
SRV. 

Emergency Services and Fire Levy  Insurance premiums used to have an 
emergency services levy which was paid to 
the government. The State Government has 
now moved that away from insurance 
companies and it will now be collected by 
Council and it goes direct to the State 
Government. The offset is anyone who is 
insured will need to monitor their insurance 
premium to ensure that they have removed 
the levy from their insurance. Every ratepayer 
will now be paying and it goes straight to the 
state government. We expect to receive quite 
a lot of feedback and angst from the 
community. A letter will go out to all 
ratepayers next week. The letter is on our 
council website if people want to look at it 
now. Council already pay a fee to the State 
Government from the rates 11.5%, the State 
Government is not taking that off, Council will 
still be paying the 11.7% levy. Local councils 
�K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �I�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�R�Q�¶�W��
budge on it. 

In your presentation what savings have been found 
that you may be able to identify. Have you 
identified any savings in their operational plans? It 
would be nice if we could see any areas of 
improvement and efficiencies. 
How much of the savings are Government grants? 
 
 
 
 
 
Does council have a policy of setting a quantity 
efficiency through the year, say aim for a 3% 
saving that then can go into projects? 
 
 
 
 

In a $19.4 million budget there is a surplus, 
we continue to aim to provide for those 
savings that you talk about. 
Zero any grants are conditioned so that they 
may be fully spent. 
We are building better roads, through 
technology advances, better standard of 
roads will last longer. We look for 
opportunities to save costs e.g. by winning 
gravel locally.  
�7�K�D�W�¶�V�� �Q�R�W�� �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
normally provide. We are always looking for 
efficiencies. We start with a surplus and then 
we look at dividend and efficiencies. We are 
a member of the Centroc Group and achieve 
savings as part of regional projects such as 
Energy Efficiency, E21 Street Lighting, Fuel, 
Signage, group contracts drive prices down.  
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Is there any way of ensuring that all areas are 
represented by Councillors.  
 
What is the advantage to the community for 
reducing the numbers? 

As part of our councillor improvement plan 
we currently have on exhibition a plan to 
reduce councillor numbers from 9 to 7. 
Oberon does not have a Ward system, when 
looking at a comparison to other group 10 
councils we are over represented. As part of 
our efficiency plan we have put a proposal in 
place to reduce Councillor numbers. It is 
currently out for comment and we are 
seeking community feedback. 

Further discussion regarding the request to seal 
Bosworth Falls Road. 
 
�'�R�Q�¶�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �U�H�P�R�Y�H�� �W�U�H�H�V���� �,�I�� �W�K�L�V��
�L�V�� �D�� �V�D�I�H�W�\�� �L�V�V�X�H�� �F�D�Q�¶�W�� �\�R�X�� �U�H�G�X�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�Hed limit 
on the road? 

Bosworth Falls Road has a pretty good 
camber, granite base, lots of culverts. Not too 
much prep work required. There would be 
some tree removal required. 
Speed limits are an RMS function, it may be 
possible to reduce the speed limit, however 
injury and accident stats are what they take 
into consideration when assessing. 

Residents requested an update regarding the 
�U�H�T�X�H�V�W���I�R�U�� �D�� �5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �*�U�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �D�Q�G��
a public footpath along the Avenue of Trees. 
Is there a timeframe? 
How much land is required and how did you work 
out the area you require for that project? 
 

We have a direction to source a reserve or 
�V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H�� �S�D�U�F�H�O�� �R�I�� �O�D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���� �,�W�� �L�V��
within our budget and is being catered for 
slowly. If the land we need becomes 
available there is money available to do that. 
We are looking at a location that is within 
�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �6�F�K�R�R�O����
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �Y�L�F�L�Q�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���� �:�H��
also have a PAMP which is trying to link the 
�Q�H�Z�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��
O�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�� �F�H�Q�W�U�H���� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J�� �D�W��
options together with RMS. One of the issues 
is access across the bridge to the School. Its 
RMS bridge. A copy of the PAMP is on our 
website. We are committed to try to find a 
�S�D�U�F�H�O���R�I���J�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���2�¶�&�R�Q�Qell. 
�7�K�H���D�U�H�D���W�K�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���O�D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O��
based around what we thought we would 
need to purchase. Based on where land was, 
how flat, could it be built on etc.  We have 
looked at a number of parcels of land and 
spent quite a lot of time in negotiations with 
�W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�H�G�����7�K�H�U�H��
is currently $120k allocated in a fund for the 
project. 

Carlwood Road has been reduced to an 80km 
speed limit. How did that come about? 
Does Council pay for the 80km speed signs on 
Carlwood Road? 
This i�V���X�Q�O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���E�H���S�R�O�L�F�H�G���D�V���W�K�H�U�H���L�V�Q�¶�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K��
money to be made in fines. How many people 
requested the review? 

We received a request and passed this onto 
the RMS. They have reduced the speed on 
the sealed section only. 
RMS paid for signage and labour to erect the 
signs. 
Would have to take on notice how many 
people submitted a request. 
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�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O���V�F�K�R�R�O���K�D�V���������N�L�G�V�����G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���D�S�S�H�D�U���W�R���E�H��
much room to move around. Over next 10 years, 
population will increase. Would seem to me you 
should look at ground for a new school in this area. 
 

�,�W�¶�V�� �D�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �'�H�S�W���� �Z�H�� �D�U�H��
aware and have made representations to 
Minister Stokes, the schools that were 
identified for new schools were all metro 
based. 

What is your process for decision making? For 
example if a signpost is knocked over surely 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�O�R�U�V���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�S�X�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�D�W�����'�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H��
in place a system where there are minor things can 
staff make a decision themselves to say go ahead 
and do that, at what point does it become more 
formalised. How does that system work? 
 
Congratulate the council, been here 30 years, 
usually in terms of safety concerns the council 
responds quite quickly. 

The maintenance vote is actioned by staff. 
We have a budget for these types of things, 
faded or vandalised signs etc. Unsealed to a 
bitumen seal road, may need advisory 
�V�L�J�Q�D�J�H�����W�K�D�W�¶�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���I�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���F�R�V�W��
of the upgrade project. When we talk about 
doing a section of road it includes 
signposting, line marking etc. 
We encourage the community to report 
issues when they see them. 
 

Discussion was held regarding the current 
condition of the Lindlegreen Pise Barn. The friends 
of Lindlegreen are trying to save the barn and need 
to take immediate action regarding the western 
wall. This has been going on for a year or more. 
Christo Aitkin and Jaclyn Burns came to look at the 
deteriorating wall recently. Christo has put an 
action plan in place that we need to work our way 
through. The Friends of Lindlegreen plan to set up 
a tax deductible fund through the National Trust 
which can attract donations. Friends of Lindlegreen 
will provide labour, need to engage an expert to 
advice on the correct way to repair the wall. Also in 
the process of applying to Heritage to have the 
Barn listed. Have also sought help from the Office 
of Environment and Heritage. . The current owner 
is on board, happy to do as much work as he can. 
Looking to Oberon Council to seek assistance with 
both funding, use of equipment, scaffolding, agro 
props, backhoe, equipment to dig up soil so we 
can get to the sub-soil to get the soil to repair the 
barn. 
 

Council is actively looking at trying to source 
funds from Office of Environment and 
Heritage in relation to the heritage trail 
concept that has been discussed at Heritage 
Committee. Previously council has spent a lot 
of money assisting the former owners, they 
have also been assisted in kind by members 
of the community. Sounds like the way that is 
been target is according to Cristo advice. 
Spending public money on private land is 
something we need to be mindful of. It is a 
heritage item, we have tried to assist in 
getting this listed as a state heritage item. We 
have village fund contributions that we 
continue each year that may be able to be 
accessed. Believe Lindlegreen has previously 
received money under this fund. Councils 
heritage fund is also a possible source of 
funding. Suggest the Friends of Lindlegreen 
write and council can then look at a report to 
council via the Heritage Committee to assist 
with funding. 
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Burraga Community Meeting �± 1 May 2017 23 community members present  

The budget shows $182k will be raised from SRV 
this year. In the 2015/16 accounts Crowe Horwath 
said that $260k had been raised under the SRV 
and your own accounts said $289k (slight 
discrepancy). If that was raised last year when the 
�6�5�9�� �Z�D�V�� ������������ �Z�K�H�U�H�� �K�D�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �D�P�R�X�Q�W��
come from. Council put out a whole lot of roads 
that the SRV was to be used for.  
This year Council would have SRV from last year 
plus 6.95% this year. You should have close to 
$500k to spend on roads. Should have the 
previous year SRV amount plus the new amount 
this year. 
 
The SRV compounds up, in the documentation it 
�V�D�\�V�� ���������� �E�X�W�� �E�\�� �P�\�� �F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�W�¶�V�� �D��
compounding affect �L�W�¶�V near enough a 40% 
increase �± 39.4%. How does that compare to 
Bathurst, because we compete with Bathurst. 
 
The farmland ratepayers are taking the brunt of the 
increase. Our property valuations are higher. 
�0�D�\�E�H���Z�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���D�O�O���U�H�D�O�L�V�H���W�K�L�V���D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����:�H���D�U�H��
now seeing the material effect of this on the 
farming ratepayers. Realise Oberon council needs 
extra money to meet the community expectations. 
The cents in the dollar by 2020 will be up to 0.40 or 
0.41. That makes a big impact on what extra rates 
we are paying. Rural returns are usually around 1 
�± 2% of the value of the land. What significant 
savings in expenditure have you also 
contemplated? 
 
 
Over last 3 years plant and equipment budget, can 
you explain what major plant and equipment has 
been purchased to improve the efficiency of road 
building? 
 
Request for a breakdown of the plant and 
equipment that has been purchased. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The total SRV is spent on the eight priority 
roads. The rate peg and the SRV combined 
together create the amount. 
 
 
 
 
The SRV from last year was spent last year. 
We are not accumulating a special fund that 
we put aside. As we go into 2017/18 $180k is 
being put aside. The 2016/17 figure is now 
part of the ordinary rate. IPART have deemed 
that that funding is part of the ordinary rate. 
There is a pie of 100% which the state 
government says local government can 
collect as rates, every council has a 
percentage of what they can set in the pie. 
53.56% of the pie is farmland. Total land 
value 62.5% is farmland but we only rate 
53.5%, the rest is spread across other rating 
categories. Oberon has approx. 3,500 
ratepayers. Bathurst has a much larger 
ratepayer base, their farmland percentage is 
much lower and their residential is much 
higher. 
 
�7�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�Q�¶�W�� �D�� �O�L�V�W�� �R�I�� �V�D�Y�L�Q�J�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
presentation. We need to remember we only 
raise money to do things for the community; 
we are not here to make profits every year. 
Everything we raise is for a particular 
purpose. Happy to take the question on 
notice and develop a list. 
 
Every bit of plant we have has been fully 
utilised. We strive for a good balance of own 
equipment vs use of contractors. Plant 
sharing is not a viable option due to the 
demands of the capital upgrades we do each 
year, but we do share plant and equipment 
when we can. In last 18 months we have 
purchased equipment with 2D levels and 
better technology, better equipment is key to 
gaining efficiencies. As part of the Centroc 
group of councils we have group purchasing 
initiatives. E21 electricity, re-use of materials 
where possible, back loading trucks, greater 
maintenance. Strategically placing equipment 
where it will be fully utilised. 
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At the end of five (5) years (2020) will the rates 
structure come back? 

 

IPART are currently undertaking a review of 
the rates structure. We do not know what the 
outcome of this will be as yet. As it stands at 
the moment the rate will stay in place at the 
end of the SRV and revert to increasing by 
the rate peg limit in future years. 

Resident on Bald Ridge Road raised concern 
about weeds encroaching onto the road. There are 
certain sections where only one car can pass. 
Bathurst side is three times the width and is always 
graded. The Oberon side is very poor, not as good 
a job and has hardly any reflectors, even the few 
that are there have been covered by weeds. 

Happy to take on notice and inspect the road. 

Looking at your financials going forward from 2020, 
theoretically you will need to apply for an additional 
SRV in 2020 to survive financially. 
I am alarmed as a farmland ratepayer, �L�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W��
get grant funding then I could be looking at a 
further SRV.  
In 15/16 there was a major blowout in employee 
costs. This was explained as award increases and 
payout for termination of a General Manager. If you 
add those two figures you get $249k. The auditors 
said the third reason was re-categorisation of staff. 
Was that $942k? Can I have an explanation of 
what that $942k was please? 
�:�H�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �E�H�J�U�X�G�J�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �S�D�L�G�� �W�K�H�L�U��
expenses, being a councillor is a very time 
consuming, I do note that the expenses have 
blown out from $12k in 2012 to $149k. I am not 
�V�D�\�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�¶�V�� �X�Q�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H�� �E�X�W�� �L�W�¶�V�� �D�� �K�X�J�H��
increase. 

We are not able to give you a 10 year 
forecast that says we will get grant funding; 
there is no forward guarantee of grant 
funding. Rather be honest with the 
community and set a hard, realistic budget 
which shows realistic picture as we progress 
each year. 
 
Happy to take the question on notice. 
 
 
 
This is due to the way they were reported in 
the financial statements and we have 
corrected the line and it will be noted in the 
financial statements. 

Town Improvement fund. In 2015/16 the rates 
newsletter notice said there is going to be a TI levy 
�E�X�W�� �G�L�G�Q�¶�W�� �V�S�H�F�L�I�\�� �W�K�H�� �D�P�R�X�Q�W���� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��
�V�D�L�G�� ���������� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���� �,�Q�� ������������ �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U�� �G�L�G�Q�¶�W��
say there was a TI levy. I understand one was 
levied but was only increased by the rate peg 
�D�P�R�X�Q�W���� �'�R�Q�¶�W�� �\�R�X�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�Z�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H��
should have been informed that the TI was still 
going to be levied?  

�7�K�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �7�,�� �O�H�Y�\�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �J�R��
out to �D�O�O�� �U�D�W�H�S�D�\�H�U�V�� �D�V�� �L�W�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���D�S�S�O�\�� �W�R���D�O�O��
ratepayers. It was included in the CSP 
documents and all documents that went on 
public exhibition. The Rates Newsletter is to 
advise what rates have been used on in the 
previous financial year and provide a 
snapshot of what will be undertaken in the 
�Q�H�[�W�� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �\�H�D�U���� �7�K�D�W�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �W�D�N�H�� �W�K�H��
place of the information that is provided to the 
community through the community 
engagement program. 

Issue raised in relation to the ability of Council to 
manage its finances. Suggested that an audit 
committee should be appointed with 
representatives from Council and ratepayers. 

Oberon Council has an internal audit 
committee which was formed as a joint 
venture with Lithgow and Mid-Western 
Councils. 
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Employee benefits and on-costs are shown as $4.9 
million. Why for the coming year do you believe 
they will be below the actuals for 2016/17. The 
budget in 2016 was 4.576, this is a huge 
overspend. Why next year how can you justify 
putting a figure of 4.875. In 2015 it was 5.1. Have 
you cut staff numbers? 

Over the last two years we have been 
working on a lot of capital projects. For the 
last two years the employee expenses have 
not been carried over to the capital 
expenditure. I am confident that the budget is 
correct. 
 

Ever since I owned my farm on Arkstone Road, the 
blackberry sprayers come out and have never got 
out of the vehicle. This is the first year they have 
got out of the vehicle and done the job properly. 
UMCC �± only 8% of Bathurst ratepayers is 
farmland. Majority of the budget for UMCC is 
funded by Bathurst. Oberon contribution last year 
was $97k. Is Oberon actually contributing enough 
to cover their costs? 

�7�K�L�V���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
UMCC was  $169,000 

At the Burraga Tip you have to pay, all of Burraga 
go to Rockley where �L�W�¶�V free. Trunkey Tip is open 
24 hrs and �L�W�¶�V �D�O�V�R���I�U�H�H�����7�K�H�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���F�D�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
Burraga people coming in. 
 
In 2014 it was questioned that a redesign of the tip 
was asked for due to the residents having to lift 
bins above their heads. I understand the ramp to 
put the bins in is still unchanged. 
 
We have had a number of issues at Australian 
United Timber, the business is closed on Sunday, 
we either have to pay someone on double time to 
run the garbage to the tip. We have raised this at 
every community meeting. Ask that something is 
done to address this issue not just talk about it 
each year. 
 
�:�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �L�W�� �F�R�P�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �\�R�X�U�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
responsibility? A rural resident who may have had 
a tip out the back paddock to change to a better 
cleaner environment a step forward is to have a 
transfer station available. Around the dam area is 
promoted by Council as a free camping area, the 
increase in campers brings an increase in rubbish. 
I know the volunteers have asked for a skip bin, 
the Council has said no. At the end of a long 
weekend the garbage is stacked but soon gets 
spread everywhere. The EPA do have grants 
available for skip bins and other programs, I would 
encourage Council to apply for funding. 

The way the waste operations work at 
Burraga at the moment is they are open once 
per fortnight. In 2011 there was a Council 
direction to close the transfer stations. 
Following community feedback this then went 
to a compromise position of opening 
fortnightly. Over the last two years we have 
provided four free tip vouchers for each rate 
assessment and two free tip days per year. 
There is no waste rate for rural residents. 
That is the reason the limited hours are there 
we have to remove that rubbish to the 
Oberon facility. One of the options is if they 
communities want them opened on a more 
frequent basis it should be done through this 
process so the Council can debate the pros 
and cons. 

  


































































































































