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INTEGRATED PLANNING & REPORTING 

Across April / May Council will be seeking feedback from the community on 
Council operations and community priorities across the short, medium and long 
term under the Integrated Planning and Reporting framework. Integrated 
Planning and Reporting (IP&R) legislation was introduced by the NSW State 

Government in 2013 and sets requirements for all Councils to lead the development of long-
term plans for their Local Government Area detailing community aspirations and strategic 
directions.  Oberon Council has embraced this opportunity to engage with our community to 
ensure our planning and reporting is informed, relevant and responsive to community needs. 

The main components of the framework are outlined as summarised below: 

a. Community Strategic Plan

The highest level of strategic planning undertaken by a council, with a ten-year plus

timeframe. All other plans must support achievement of the Community Strategic Plan

objectives.

b. Resourcing Strategy

Shows how council will resource its strategic priorities, identified through IP&R. The

Resourcing Strategy includes 3 inter-related elements:

• Long-Term Financial Planning

• Workforce Management Planning

• Asset Management Planning.

c. Delivery Program

The council’s commitment to the community about what it will deliver during its term in office

to achieve the Community Strategic Plan objectives.

d. Operational Plan

Shows the individual projects and activities a council will undertake in a specific year. It

includes the council’s annual budget and Statement of Revenue Policy.

e. Annual Report

Reports back to the community on the work undertaken by a council in a given year to deliver

on the commitments of the Delivery Program via that year’s Operational Plan. Councils also

report on their financial and asset performance against the annual budget and longer-term

plans.

For more information on the IP & R process and avenues to provide feedback, visit our 
website. www.oberon.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au
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The Oberon and Surrounding Villages    
Community Newsletter publishes articles of 
community interest.  
 
We support local sporting, educational, 
recreational and charitable groups through 
publication of information relevant to the 
organisation. This publication aims to provide 
important information about services, activities 
and  upcoming community events in Oberon and 
Surrounding Villages. 
 
All submissions must contain no statements or 
remarks that may be considered defamatory, 
derogatory or discriminatory, against any person 
and must  use  respectful  language. The decision 
to publish an article  rests with the Editor and the 

Editor’s decision is final. 
 
A publishing fee applies to all advertisements of 
profit events, exceptions apply to non profit and 
community groups. For more information 
regarding advertising costs please contact the 
editor. 
 
It is the responsibility of contributors to secure 
permission to use photos prior to submission. 
 

Please forward your articles to  
The Editor, Oberon and Surrounding Villages 

Community Newsletter 
newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au or  

PO Box 84 Oberon, 2787 
Ph: 6329 8100 

Content must reach the editor by the 12th day 
of each month to be considered for inclusion 
in the next monthly edition. 

Community Newsletter 
Terms and Conditions 

Justice of the Peace  

Oberon  

Barry Lang   6336 1352 

Barry Richard   6335 6239 

Glen Brown 6336 1384 

William Memory 0423 183 845 

Oberon Council  

Brooke Perry  

Donah Foley   

Gary Wallace   

Hannah Booth 

Zoe Marks 

Lauren Dukes 

6329 8100 

Porters Retreat  

Deborah Hoolihan   0427 558 706 

O’Connell  

Kathy Manton          0411 835 757 

LIFE COMMUNITY 
PANTRY  

Affordable grocery items 
including meat available to 
anyone with a Centrelink card 
and anyone in financial hardship. 

Monday to Friday 9am-3pm 

Donations can be dropped 
off during the pantry  

opening times  

mailto:newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
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A very interesting and important milestone is occurring on Saturday 18 May. 
Our Oberon Hospital Auxiliary is celebrating 80 years of supporting our 
hospital and our community. That is an extraordinary record of achievement. 

Almost everything has changed in health care since 1944. The facilities and services have 
changed dramatically as have the training and skills of our doctors, nurses and other health care 
professions. The availability, access to and delivery of those health services have also changed. 

Remarkably, over those 80 years the funding for the hospital has always fallen short in many 
ways and the Oberon Hospital Auxiliary has consistently raised money to support the hospital. 
Their efforts have provided important and expensive pieces of medical equipment such as vein 
finders and emergency department beds. They have also provided very practical items such as 
blinds and curtains, TVs and Christmas hampers for aged care residents and staff. Those efforts 
make the wards and other spaces so much more pleasant for patients. 

Most of us usually see the members of the Auxiliary when they are selling their delicious baked 
goods and knitted and crocheted pieces. It’s usually on a hot or very cold day outside IGA. I 
know many of us may buy a treat and sometimes wonder who did win the wood raffle. Please 
take a moment to thank these wonderful people for their service to our community and 
maintaining that chain of service for 80 years. 

The celebrations will be held at Oberon RSL on Saturday 18 May 2024 from 4.00pm to 7.00 pm. 
Come along and support this wonderful organisation. 

The Oberon Leisure and Fitness Centre (OLFC) encompasses the pool and the gym. From 2021 
to mid 2023 the YMCA managed both facilities. In early 2023 the YMCA ended the contract  and 
Council chose to run both facilities. 

Council staff have worked incredibly hard and been able to offer our community use of the pool 
seven days per week, compared to previous operation of the pool where opening was limited to 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Over the season, we saw 12 lifeguards contribute to 
this success, seven of which joined as new starters. We were also able to train four new Learn to 
Swim instructors and provided 18 weeks of lessons, including 10 days of intensive school 
classes. Visitation numbers were through the roof with 4478 recorded casual visits over the 
season, plus 960 membership-based visits. 

I think this is an amazing effort by our staff to achieve such a turnaround from a standing start in 
September 2023. It is also a validation of having a flexible recruiting process for our lifeguards 
and instructors. 

Congratulations to Dave and the OFLC team for achieving such a successful swim season. 

In gym news, Council has previously received a grant to enclose the rear section and fit it out to 
provide much needed extra space for individuals and classes. The tender for that work has been 
approved. Once negotiations with the approved tenderer are complete a schedule will be 
announced. 

Mayor Mark Kellam 

 
A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR MARK KELLAM 
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Oberon Fire & Rescue NSW Free Open Day 

Oberon Fire and Rescue NSW are hosting our annual Open 
Day on Saturday 11 May 2024 between 10.00am and 
2.00pm. 

Drop past and have a look around our station, handle 
operational firefighting tools, sit in our appliance, see fire 
safety demonstrations and book in a Home Fire Safety Visit. 

You can also talk to us about joining FRNSW as an on call firefighter here in 
Oberon! 

There will be food and coffee vans as well as competitions and prizes- 
something for the whole family! 

So make sure you mark it in your diary and come and meet the team that is 
prepared for anything and learn how to ‘be home fire safe’. 

With winter on our doorstep, now is a great time to catch up with some of your 
local Fire and Rescue NSW firefighters to learn about the simple steps you can 
take to keep safe during the cooler months. 

For more information on your local station, visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au/openday 
and follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/frnsw 

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/openday
http://www.facebook.com/frnsw
www.malachigilmorehall.com.au
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Oberon is continuing to earn a great reputation in tourism circles for an event which is unique to 
the district’s tablelands climate and highlights the value of the truffle to the region. 

I had the pleasure of being able to attend the launch and officially open the month-long Oberon 
Field to Forest Festival which was held through April. 

Held at the truffle farm at the spectacular RedGround Estate on Titania 
Road, owned by Neil and Jill O’Grady, it was a chance to kick back 
and sip on truffle champagne cocktails, and savour the delights of a 
truffle grazing board followed by truffle pizza slices. 

You have to pay credit to the local council and the Oberon Visitors’ 
Centre for getting behind the Field to Forest Festival and all the locals 
that have given it their support. 

Events like this bring visitors to the Oberon region and this in turn 
delivers significant benefits to the local economy. 

With 4WD foraging tours, the chance to enjoy farm experiences, 
country hospitality, rural vistas and quality wines, food and produce, the 
Field to Forest Festival culminated with the Producers’ Table dinner at 
the stunning Malachi Hall. 

I look forward to the Field to Forest Festival going from strength-to-strength because it’s a 
perfect way to showcase Oberon as a unique destination, just a short drive from the Sydney 
metropolitan area. 

PAUL TOOLE 
STATE MEMBER FOR BATHURST 

Suites 1, 229 Howick Street, PO Box 2237, BATHURST NSW 2795                                                           Ph:(02) 6332 1300     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   email: Bathurst@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 

Paul Toole with Neil  
& Jill O’Grady 

mailto:Bathurst@parliament.nsw.gov.au
https://emmsmooney.eldersrealestate.com.au/
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Alison has been a professional freelance 
embroiderer, teacher and designer for 
decades. She has taught classes all over 
Australia, New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom. Her special interest lies in the 
embroidery of different cultures and ages from 
around the world. 

She has written a number of books and 
numerous magazine articles on embroidery. 
For eleven years Alison and her husband 
owned a specialist needlework shop in Sydney. 
They moved to Oberon in 2005 where Alison 
continued to teach, write, design, judge and 
take an active part in the world of hand 
embroidery. Now back in Sydney, Alison 
remains totally active in her “retirement”!  

Bags have been an embroidery project for as 
long as many of us can remember. There are so many types of bags: handbags, 
evening bags, shopping bags, project bags, carry bags. The list goes on and you 
can add many other types of bags. But bags are so much wider than an 
embroidery project. Their types and styles give an insight to the social conditions 
of their times. Alison will set the place of bags into their societies, making them tell 
stories. 

In this lecture Alison will show and tell you about 
all the kind of bags from different times and places 
around the world. Also, she will have with her a 
number of bags for you to look at closely and 
marvel at the wonderful embroidery. 

There is no cost and no need to book. The 
presentation takes place on Tuesday 14 May, 
commencing at 2.00pm – 4.00pm at the Oberon 
Library & Community Centre, Fleming Street, 
Oberon. 

 

 

 

Oberon U3A invites the Community to a talk about “Bags 
of Interest” presented by Alison Snepp 

https://oberon.u3anet.org.au/
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Music on Mount David Sunday 5 May 2024  
It's now several years since cellist Susan Blake appeared 
at Mount David together with pianist John Martin, though 
he was here recently in the guise of Noel Coward. Susan 
and John have carefully crafted the following delightful and 
varied program, with something for everyone.  
It will be presented at Kennedy Park, 185 Loch Erin Road 
Mount David, after a welcoming libation at 2.30pm for a 
3.00pm first item.  
Bookings are essential, by simply responding by email 
to rodtuson1@gmail.com or phone (02) 6337 9602 (note new phone number). 
The cost is $50 at the door, including the renowned scrumptious afternoon tea 
to follow.  
Here are some of the musical delights you can expect to enjoy:  
• Beethoven Sonata in G minor Opus 5 No 2 
• Schubert Sonatina No.3 in D major 
• Max Bruch “Kol Nidrei” 
• Schumann Fantasie Pieces Opus 73 
• PLUS a world premiere and some short favourite pieces 
This will be a recital of much beauty, colour and vivacity and not to be missed. 

Susan Blake cellist with 
John Martin pianist 

 

mailto:rodtuson1@gmail.com
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Oberon’s New Community Engagement Platform – Have Your Say Oberon 
 
Oberon Council have been working hard to develop an all-in-one information and 
engagement platform in conjunction with Granicus  
 
Launching this month, Have Your Say Oberon will be an inclusive space for community 
members to share ideas, discuss important topics, provide feedback on policy & planning 
decisions and contribute to the future of your LGA. 
 
Your feedback will inform the decisions Council make and pave the way for Oberon moving 
forward. For more information, visit our website: www.oberon.nsw.gov.au 
  

 

http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/
https://brevier-blinds.com/
https://prompthandymansydney.com.au/
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mailto:oberonmow@bxmow.onmicrosoft.com
https://bathurstmow.com/


 

 

OBERON & Surrounding Villages Community Newsletter  Page 10 

https://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Home
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The Oberon Garden Club’s Autumn Colour Garden Showcase was held on a glorious mid-April 
weekend and what a great event.  We scored some brilliant weather which enabled the six 
gardens to really put on a show.   Each garden had its own horticultural personality dressed in 
autumn colour as Oberon Gardens are renowned for.   Visitors travelled from as far as Cairns 
and the South Coast of NSW and what a treat they had.  Many visitors stayed locally and 
soaked in the full two days of open gardens in Oberon.  We would like to thank everyone that 
visited the event as it furthers our efforts to both support local charity and truly sets Oberon up 
as a destination for green thumbs.   
 
The open gardens were quickly followed up with a club meeting in glorious Essington at a 
member’s farm and an exclusive excursion to Mt Bathurst Poll Dorset stud in Black Springs with 
thanks to Christine Healey and family for the open gates and wonderful tour.   
 
As always, our OGC meetings are held on the 3

rd
 Monday of each month at various locations 

around the district.  Reach out via Facebook etc., if you would like to attend.  This year we have 
multiple member gardens opening up for meetings which is always a treat combined with feature 
presentations and good old fashioned country fare.   
 
Follow us on Facebook for more information and happy gardening Oberon green thumbs.  
https://www.facebook.com/OberonGardenClub or email oberongardenclub@gmail.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/OberonGardenClub
mailto:oberongardenclub@gmail.com


 

 

OBERON & Surrounding Villages Community Newsletter  Page 12 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

  

https://oberon-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://stjosephsoberon.catholic.edu.au/
https://oberon-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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Residential Sales             Rural Sales            Property Management 

www.oberonlifestyleproperties.com.au 

Victoria Freeman      0425 224 889 

Sharon Norris      0417 419 434 

Office Administration      02 6336 0179 

The Oberon community generously     
supports our local Can Assist Branch and we 
want to share this  support with you.  

We are here for every cancer patient – any 
age, any cancer, in our local country 
community.  

Cancer can place an unexpected financial     
burden on families with increased          
associated expenses such as travel,      
accommodation and medical costs. 

Our local branch will provide financial     
assistance and practical support during your 
treatment and care. You are not alone in your 
cancer journey. 

If you or anyone you know are undergoing 
treatment for cancer please contact us for  
assistance. Call into Rosedale Gifts in Oberon 
and speak to Katie or call 0472 870 637 
Brenda Armstrong,    President, Can Assist. 

http://www.oberonlifestyleproperties.com.au
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www.bandl.com.au 

 

Passengers travelling on the Bathurst Bullet beyond 3 April, particularly on Wednesdays, are reminded to check TripPlanner 
and other transport apps for up-to-date service times. Please visit https://transportnsw.info/trip#/trip. Service returns to 
normal as set out in the above Bathurst Bullet Timetable.  

https://www.bandl.com.au/
https://transportnsw.info/trip#/trip


 

 

OBERON & Surrounding Villages Community Newsletter  Page 15 

Meals On Wheels Oberon:  
Liaison Officer Megan Sovik on 
0407 859 902. 

Oberon District Museum: 
Open every Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 
10:30am to 12:30pm.  
$5 per person & $15 per family.  
Contact 0418 671 754. 

Oberon Friendship Group:  
3rd Wednesday of every month. 
12pm to 2pm. Soup luncheon 
and guest speaker, gold coin 
donation . Need a lift  call Janet 
0480 216 541 or Faye 0427 120 
805. Next Meeting 17/04/2024 

Oberon Hospital Auxiliary: 
Meets every 3rd Friday at the 
Robey Centre in Oberon 
Hospital at 1.30pm. For more 
info contact Secretary Sarah 
MacKenzie 0400 995 587. 

Oberon Line Dancing: Every 
Monday and Thursday 5pm to 
6:30pm, Oberon RSL. Contact 
Jenny Barker  0418 227 548. 

Oberon Men’s Shed: 
Meet every Tuesday from 
9.30am to 2.30pm at the Oberon 
Showground. The Shed is open 
to all local blokes who would like 
to enjoy some company, a chat  

and a cuppa. Call David 
McMurray on 6336 5331.   
 
Oberon Military Museum: 
Open every Wednesday and 
Friday 12:30pm to 4pm. 
Saturday 10am to 4pm. 
Donations welcome.  
Contact Neville Stapleton on 
0438 615 653. 
 
Oberon Needle Workers 
Oberon Library  on Thursdays 
from 10.30am to 2.30pm.  

 Oberon Tarana Heritage 
Railway:  OTHR Open Day -
Oberon Railway Station. Meet 
1st Saturday each month 10am 
to 2pm.  Morning tea and light 
lunches available. Contact Greg 
Bourne 0437 389 684 
 
Oberon Writers Group: Meet 
on 2nd Tuesday each month 
10am to12.30pm. Contact Bea 
0484 533 750.  

O'Connell Valley Community 
Group: 2nd Monday of the 
Month from 7:30pm. O'Connell 
Valley Rural Fire shed. Contact 
Kathy Manton 
oconnellvalleycommunitygroup
@gmail.com 
 
 

Rotary: Meets Tuesdays at 
6.30pm at the RSL Club. 
Occasionally we have 
Vocational or Zoom meetings. 
For information contact our 
Secretary Lin Boswell on     
0447 018 841. 

The Friends of the Library 
‘Book Nook’: Open 
Wednesdays 10am-2pm & 
Saturday 9am-1pm at the Bob 
Hooper Centre 0428 563 693 
 
The Gardening Club: Meets 
monthly on the 3rd Monday at 
various locations around the 
district from 10am. Contact 
Donna Shiel (Secretary) 
0438 684 808 or 
oberongardenclub@gmail.com 

The Oberon Inner Wheel Club: 
Meets on the 3rd Monday of the 
month at 6pm for a dinner 
meeting. The venue changes 
every month, for details contact 
Melita Braun on 0419 628 007. 

Uniting Church Sunday 
Service: 9.30am  at  Uniting 
Church  corner of Dudley and 
Oberon Streets. 

 

To add information about community group, sport groups and events email  
newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au 

See terms and conditions on page 2 of this newsletter. 

What’s On 

 

Are you compassionate and 
caring? Do you enjoy being part of 
a team? Can you spare two to 
three hours a week to help those in 
need in the Oberon area? Why not  
consider joining your local Vinnies 
team. To find out more  enquire at  
Oberon Vinnies Shop or phone or 
text 0490 708 945. 

 

mailto:OConnellvalleycommunitygroup@gmail.com
mailto:OConnellvalleycommunitygroup@gmail.com
mailto:oberongardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au
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MAY 2024 
 
4 May: Oberon Farmers Market takes place on 
the first Saturday of every month from 9am to  
1pm at the Oberon Showground   
 
5 May: Music on Mount David. Kennedy Park, 
185 Loch Erin Road Mount David, arrive 2.30pm 
for a 3.00pm first item 
 
6 May: Whalebone showing at the Malachai 
Gilmore 
 
10 May: Mothers Day Raffle with baked goods 
outside IGA  
 
11 May:  Oberon Fire & Rescue NSW Free Open 
Day 10.00am to 2.00pm  
 
11 May: Oberon Walk N Talk group meet at the 
Oberon Common at 11.30am to 1.30pm 
 
17 May: Author talk by Susan Ackroyd at the 
Library & Community Centre 11.00am 
 
18 May: Oberon Hospital Auxiliary 80

th
 Birthday 

Cocktail Party at Oberon RSL 4.00pm to 7.00pm 

25 May: Trivia & Dance Night fundraising for 
Angelmans Syndrome. Arrive 5.30pm for a 
6.00pm start at the Oberon Showground 

26 May: Tarana Community Farmers Market 
takes place every 4

th
 Sunday of the month from 

9am to 1pm at the Tarana Rural Fire Service 
sheds, Sodwalls Road, Tarana  
 
27 May: Waste2Art entries are due 
 
31 May to 5 June: Waste2Art exhibition Oberon 
Library & Community Centre 
 
JUNE 2024 
 
5 June: Waste2Art award presentation at Oberon 
Library & Community Centre 4.30pm 
 
10 June: O’Connell Valley Community Group 
meeting at the O’Connell Valley Rural Fire Shed 
from 7pm 

 
 
 
 

Save the Date 

mailto:newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community
http://www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://headspace.org.au/



